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; oe CURRENT AS TODAY 


In this jet age and ever shrinking world evangelical 
Christians have long sought after an exposition of the entire 
Bible written by LIVING authors in today’s lang 








Because THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR siritten for 
today’s people—you will discover the use of it in your preach- 
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day’s events. 
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Please enter my order for 
sets THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR at the special pre-publication 
price of $17.85 (After March 4, 1960 price will be $20.85) 


THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR is a compre- 
hensive treatment of the books of the Bible 
in brief compass. Every minister at least once 
during his pastorate, should take his people 
through the Bible in a survey course. These 
volumes of exposition by leading evangelical 
scholars are indispensable to such an effort. 
A Bible treatment of individual books that 
is both scholarly and practical is not easy to 


find." 
Dr. Harold John Ockenga 
Acting Presiden a 
Fuller Th y 


Note: Payment may be made in full at this time or you may pay $5.95 as each of 
the three volumes is published. Please check below method of payment you 
select. 

(1 Payment in full enclosed. 0 Ship each of three volumes C.O.D. 


(0 Enclosed is $5.95 to pay for Vol. III. [] Charge my account No. .....-......- 
Please ship Vols. I and II C.O.D. Add sales taxes where applicable. 





Some outstanding advantages of this work 
are: (1) Breadth of outlook (sixty-five authors 
drawn from all sections of the Protestant 
world), (2) depth of insight (a fine combina- 
tion of scholarly skill and devotional warmth), 
(3) clarity of expression (outlines and literary 
style adapted for use by the ordinary reader), 
(4) something that may be described as cumu- 
lative impact (the impression one gets that 
sacred Scripture is indeed both revelation and 
the vehicle of revelation, with Christ the 
Saviour at the center of all). 

Dr. Paul S. Rees 
World Vision 


publication,of the A. J. Holman Company 


Name . 





Address. 





City. 








(ADVERTISEMENT ) 





DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Inspiration 


“Bible believing Christians hold to the 
inspiration of the Word of God. The word 
itself means to breathe in. ‘All seripture 
is given by inspiration of God’ (II Tim- 
othy 3:16). Quite literally, all Seripture is 
God-breathed. 

“Various expressions are to be found 
throughout the Bible which make us un- 
derstand that the writers claimed that 
what they were writing was God’s mes- 
sage. The expression ‘Thus saith the 
Lord’ and its equivalents occur hundreds 
of times. The Lord Jesus put His seal upon 
the divine origin of the Old Testament: 
‘... the seripture cannot be broken’ (John 
10:35); ‘. .. one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled’ (Matthew 5:18). 

“The Bible has something to say as well 
about the process of this inspiration, for 
it declares that ‘holy men of God spake’ 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost’ 
(II Peter 1:21). We therefore conclude 
that God revealed His truth to these men, 
that He moved them to speak and write, 
and that—in the miracle of divine use of 
humar instruments—there has been given 
to us God’s Word in deed and in truth. 
We insist that by providence, in their 
heredity, background, training and experi- 
ence, God brought these men to the place 
in which He could use them—not as autom- 
atons, but as servants whose personalities 
were wholly surrendered to Him—to give 
the sons of men the infallible, inerrant 
Word of God.” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. ET-0-861, 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





Lowbrow, Deadbeat Lot 

Re Rudy Nelson’s article, “The Cul- 
tural Barrenness of Today’s Evangeli- 
cals” (Nov. 1959). I hadn’t heard Col. 
3:2 had been revised to read, “Set your 
affections on things above, and also, 
for the sake of window dressing, on 
things on earth which are culturally 
salutary.” He’s right about one thing. 
By and large we evangelicals are a 
lowbrow, deadbeat, unlovely lot. But 
not for the reason he thinks! 

True, the Bible Belt still thinks 
Bach is short for bachelor, and Picasso 
a type of ice cream. But show me the 
Christian who has yielded his body 
with all of its functions (including 
his mentality) to the Holy Spirit, and 
I will show you a beautiful human be- 
ing of refined sensibilities and keenest 
“empathy.” 

Mr. Nelson seems to infer that the 
abundant life Christ came to give is 
somehow represented by the acquisi- 
tion of cultural knowledge and experi- 
ence. The life referred to is Christ’s 
own, and it bears no connection with 
or resemblance to any form of worldly 
life, aesthetic or otherwise. 

We evangelicals are an unattractive 
lot because we lack the courage and 
devotion to prove Jesus Christ’s ability 
to be Alpha and Omega; all things to 
His people. Narrow? Yes, in order 
that we may go deep (see Col. 3:3). 
Circumscribed? The Way is, you 
know. And it is our attempt to walk it 
in the flesh while holding hands with 
the world unto which we have been 
crucified that renders us such carica- 
tures. Instead of being dead to the 
world and alive unto God, we're half 
and half. A sort of Perversion and 
Pride on the rocks! Our peace is im- 
perfect, but we can’t quite bring our- 
selves to be carefree with the world. If 
we would rise to the spiritual heights 
to which our faith calls us, by dying 
the death to which the Cross appoints 
us, we would probably set this world 
(from which Christ died to separate 
us) aflame. 

In the heaven-born sense, culture 
isn’t Callas, it’s Carmichael. The best 
books in the world are Christian books 
which have nothing to offer the mere 
highbrow just because they are spirit- 
ually discerned. 


MOLLIE F. PALMER 
Toronto, Ont. 


Concerning your article “The Cul- 
tural Barrenness of Evangelicals,” this 
may be attributed to all Christian 
schools (Bible schools and colleges). 
Looking in their catalog you find a 


statement that their students must re- 
frain from attending the movies. In 
their classrooms they do not discuss 
anything that is questionable. Drama 
courses or the like are never offered. 
Sunday excursions to the local museum 
are not permitted. 

This is the situation in our schools 
which are supposed to develop the 
leaders of tomorrow. So one is never 
encouraged in the fine arts. There are 
two results because of this attitude. 
You either accept it and remain igno- 
rant or else you rebel and are called 
“worldly.” 

You may be interested in knowing 
that Pope John XXII in the famous 
bull of 1324 chided the modern school 
that had arisen that promulgated “arti- 
ficial meter, polyphony rests, rapid 
tempo” and made for the alarming 
distraction of the devotees. 

I myself am opposed to indiscrimi- 
nate indulgence in these things. But 
when one is educated and is discrete 
in his choice, there is no worry. But 
the current attitude of abstinence 
makes us bigots and we as evangelicals 
are rightly tabbed narrow-minded. | 
place myself as an evangelical but I 
am interested in developing my interest 
in the arts and so I indulge and I 
guess am classified as “worldly.” 

JOHN VOSBIGIAN 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Bravo! Thank you and bless you! By 
coincidence the other evening | 
chanced to come across the November 
issue of Eternity and immediately 
turned and read quite thoroughly the 
article by Rudy Nelson entitled “The 
Cultural Barrenness of Today’s Evan- 
gelicals.” It was good to know that 
there is a slight stir among evangeli- 
cals concerning this vast vacuum in 
reaching the unconverted. 

ConRAD A. DREXEL 
Washington, D.C. 


More on Barth 

In Martin’s article on Van Til'’s 
evaluation of Barth, you state at the 
start, “Let’s be fair when we disagree;” 
and at the end you close with this ex- 
hortation, “May we have enough Chris- 
tian love to admit our differences and 
not unduly condemn.” The implication 
is that Van Til is not fair and lacks in 
Christian love. 

Is it too much to ask you to practice 
what you preach? Maybe you disagree 
with Van Til, but if so, “Let’s be fair 
when we disagree.” 

EpwIN H. PALMER 
Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church 
Ann Arbor, Mich 
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EDITORIALS 





er a 


NARCOTIC NATION 


Millions upon millions of people are 
doped by a narcotic. Oh, not by heroin 
or morphine or cocaine or opium or 
any of the other drugs which reduce 
people to insensibility, but by a gi- 
gantic soporific which somehow chains 
them to the treadmill of the daily 
round and deadens them to any 
thought of eternal things. 

John G. Fuller writes an occasional 
column for the Saturday Review, 
which is sometimes very funny, some- 
times very penetrating and always very 
interesting. He concluded a_ recent 
column with a neat little satire which 
began by stating that he had an idea 
in the back of his mind for a book. 

But let him tell it: “The working 
title is ‘The Night They Switched the 
Trains.’ In it, the White Plains local 
gets switched to Stamford, and the 
Stamford local goes to White Plains. 
Swarms of commuters get out, stum- 
ble to a waiting car, peck the woman 
at the wheel on the cheek, have a 


triple sec martini at home, and col- 
lapse for the night. The next morning, 
they grope their way to the station, 
jump into a train, and arrive at the 
office. There’s not a single line in the 
papers about the whole mix-up; not a 
single person was aware that anything 
unusual happened.” 

The fact that such a satire can be 
written, and that it will provoke a 
wry smile from many thousands, many 
of whom will go for another triple 
sec martini, is a terrible indictment 
of our nation. Why is such a con- 
dition “typical”? You will answer that 
it is not, but the nagging doubt re- 
mains. This wouldn’t be humorous if 
it didn’t have some roots. There must 
be multitudes of men who arrive at a 
station and give their wives a peck 
on the cheek, a symbol that love has 
become monotonous; reach for their 
triple sec, and collapse, simply be- 
cause they are exhausted from the rat 
race, the pace that kills. 

The contrast is greater when we 
think of the small minority who have 





NEXT IN 


WHY WE HAVEN’T WON THE JEW 
Let’s face it. 


of this predicament? 


YOUR JOB, THE LORD AND YOU 


witness? 


church on Sundays. 


the relative position of both. 


WHAT TO DO ABOUT GUILT 





Christendom hasn’t been successful in winning the 
Jew to Christ. Jewish people are not turning to the Messiah in great 
numbers. What’s the reason? And is there any hope of getting out 


Is the work you do for a living only a sort of necessary evil, or is 
it an integral part of your Christian life. Do you work to “pay 
expenses” so that you can do something really worthwhile in your 
church? Or do you work because of the opportunities it gives you to 


SPAIN IS NOT A CATHOLIC COUNTRY 


So you thought it was. If so, why is it that after almost a quarter of 
a century of absolute Catholic domination, whole sections of the 
Spanish people are not only indifferent, but openly hostile to Catholi- 
cism? The truth is that less than one-third of the population attends 


IS SUNDAY SCHOOL AS IMPORTANT AS THE CHURCH SERVICE? 


It depends upon whom you ask. But here’s an article that will start 
you thinking in earnest. You may not agree, but probably you'll see 
why it is essential for a church to come to some decision concerning 


If you are one of those Christians who is constantly living under a 
cloud of guilt, here’s an article that may be tremendously helpful to 
you. Certainly, there is legitimate guilt which must be confessed to 
God, but many Christians are also haunted with a false sense of guilt. 
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learned to live by faith, and who 
know what Christ meant when He 
said that He had come that we might 
have life, and that we might have it 
more abundantly (John 10:10). 

There are such men and women of 
faith who, though fatigued, have not 
lost their touch with love and with 
life. There are those who meet their 
companion, even though it be after 
the time of a silver anniversary, and 
when eye meets eye know the slightly 
giddy feeling that comes when one 
thinks for a moment that he is about 
to drown. And there is a life that 
doesn’t need the triple sec, the life 
that has learned the meaning of, “Do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery; but be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). And if we col- 
lapse for the night it is to remember 
the words of the Psalm which says, 
“He gives to His beloved in sleep” 
(Ps. 12722): 

Let the Lord describe and answer 
such a nation; “Has a nation changed 
its gods, even thou [those they have 
adopted] are no gods? But my people 
have changed their glory for . that 
which does not profit. Be appalled, O 
heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly 
desolate, says the Lord, for My people 
have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken Me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed out cisterns for 
themselves, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water” (Jer. 2:11-13). 


THE FILTHY FIFTIES 


We have had the “Roaring Twen- 
ties,” the “Thirsty Thirties” and , the 
“Fighting Forties.” What we might 
suggest for this decade is the “Filthy 
Fifties,” for filthy they most certainly 
have been. 

Never before in the history of 
American publishing has so much pro- 
fanity, sexual aberration and multiple 
obsession with filth in general per- 
meated the printed matter of our coun- 
try. One need only enter the average 
bookstore and stationery store, or per- 
use the newsstands to see that the minds 
of commercial publishers all tend in 
one general direction SEX. Even the 
greeting cards are “sick.” 

Recently it was necessary to set up 
a special department within the postal 
service to deal with pornographic ma- 
terial circulated through the United 
States’ mails. J. Edgar Hoover, director 
of the F.B.I., recently warned of the 
almost certain pollution of the minds 
of countless young Americans, due to 
the increased emphasis upon porno- 
graphy and sexually stimulating photo- 
graphs, novels, and magazines, all 
of which he maintains contribute 
markedly to the rising tide of juvenile 
delinquency. 

The mass media of communication, 
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radio, television, records, and motion 
pictures have likewise followed this 
trend. Rather than attempting to ele- 
vate the moral status of the United 
States they have “given the public what 
they want,” and the result has been a 
rash of domestic and imported motion 
pictures which openly flout not only 
convention and Christian morality, but 
the basic standards of decency recog- 
nized by all persons of religious con- 
viction and moral stature. 

This obsession with sex reflects only 
too clearly the great need for Chris- 
tian responsibility in an era of un- 
paralleled mass filth. We are so con- 
cerned with Communism, steel strikes, 
economic factors, and world politics, 
that we have forgotten as a people the 
words of Abraham Lincoln, “If Amer- 
ica is ever to be destroyed it will be 
from within, not from without.” 

American Protestantism has singu- 
larly failed to meet this challenge. We 
have dealt with the symptoms of the 
disease of juvenile delinquency and 
increased moral offenses, while virtu- 
ally ignoring the cause, spiritual and 
moral decay. “As a man thinks in his 
heart so is he . . . and out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaks” 


For those interested in contacting the Cor- 
respondence Course in Greek, mentioned in a 
January editorial, the address is John Matson, 
100 Bethmour Road, Bethany, Conn. 


are still God’s divine analogies of hu- 
man nature and conduct. According to 
Scripture, love and sex as revealed by 
God are holy, and in marriage “the 
bed is undefiled.” “Fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge.” 

The Filthy Fifties are a living re- 
minder to us that if you “sow to the 
wind, you shall reap the whirlwind.” 
We are witnessing the whirlwind, in 
moral disintegration, soaring divorce 
rates and broken homes. 

Practical Christianity demands that 
the Church of Christ thunder once 
again the call to moral and social re- 
sponsibility, lest the next decade be 
known as the “Sexy Sixties.” (WRM) 
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| ee OF Us realize that Latin American civiliza- 
tion is older and more firmly entrenched than our 
own. Why this is so is obvious from a look at the map. 

Columbus and the vast majority of later explorers 
sailed west from the Azores. For sailing ships these 
islands were a great step into the broad Atlantic. But 
when you have reached the Azores from Spain or 
Portugal, or from Britain or Holland for that matter, 
you are far from North America, but very close to 
South America. If you draw a line straight south from 
New York, it will go through the Caribbean, across 
into the Pacific ocean, and leave the entire continent of 
South America to the east. A person who leaves San 
Francisco at 9 a.m. to fly to New York knows that it is 
10 a.m. in Denver, 11 a.m. in Chicago and noon in 
New York. What most North Americans do not realize 
is that, when it is noon in New York, it is 1 p.m. in 
Caracas, Venezuela and 2 p.m. in Rio de Janeiro. And 
it is only 4 p.m. on the west coast of Africa. 

Naturally, therefore, civilization reached South 
America before it reached North America. Large and 
important cities dotted the coast of Brazil 70 years be- 
fore the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock. The city of 
Lima, Peru, had cathedrals the equal of Spanish cathe- 
drals, estates that surpassed Spanish estates, and a 
university that equalled many European universities 
150 years before Harvard was thought of. 

The people who founded the South American lands 
were proud Latins. Their culture and polish went back 
to Roman colonial days. Their men were brave and 
chivalrous according to the standards of their times. 
The culture that developed and that prevails today in 
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Following his recent tour, the editor-in-chief analyzes missions in Spanish-speaking Latin America. 
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Spanish America is the slow, easy-going culture of 
sunny lands. There were no slaves in the Argentine, 


Uruguay, Paraguay or*most of the other Spanish lands. © 


There was no gold, after the first years of gold in Peru, 
and there was no oil. Life was easy, and the rich soil 
provided all that was needed for food and clothing. 
The factories of Europe were far away, and trade did 
not enrich a middle class. There were the very rich and 
the very poor. 

Missionaries from Protestant countries began to ar- 
rive about 100 years ago. In order to understand the 
nature of the missionary penetration, let us think of our 
country as the continent to be evangelized and South 
America as the country sending the missionaries. Think 
in terms of their economy being the rich one, so very 
rich that no North American could get far without 
knowing Spanish. The missionaries arrive, first at 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Miami and New 
Orleans, and at the main cities on the Pacific Coast. It 
happened that the Presbyterians were first in the lands 
of highest culture, the English Plymouth Brethren 
established themselves in the Argentine, the Baptists 
and Methodists came soon after, and only 40 or 50 
years ago the Pentecostals, and even more recently the 
independent or “faith” missions. 

If you were a missionary arriving in a big city, how 
would you go about making your first contacts? The 
Presbyterians did it by establishing schools. They went 
to the best residential districts where people lived who 
were able to send their children to private schools. In 
our upside-down illustration, we would see these schools 
in Boston’s back-bay area, in New York’s Park Ave- 
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nue, in Philadelphia’s Main Line or Chestnut Hill, in 
Los Angeles’ Pasadena and in San Francisco’s penin- 
sula. 

Later on, missionaries would penetrate to Pittsburgh, 
and have their schools in Mt. Lebanon, or arriving in 
Chicago, they would seek the North Shore. These 
schools began to make a dent in the upper classes. 
Young people by the thousands were graduated from 
these schools and they became Protestants, or, if not, 
they became liberals and anti-clericals. 


DENOMINATIONS FIRST 


When the Methodists and Baptists arrived, they be- 
gan work among the middle classes. Generally they did 
not establish schools. Their churches began to rise and 
to spread into the middle residential districts. In the 
meantime the Presbyterians saw small churches arise 
with members who were doctors, lawyers, merchants, 
etc., and these churches were soon self-supporting’ and 
inclined to become formal. Yet they spread and estab- 
lished churches in other towns, and on out into the 
country. The richest of the country people sent their 
children to the Protestant schools in the cities. The 
old-line denominations observed rules and did not pros- 
elyte. In 1911, in Edinburgh, the established denomina- 
tions divided up the world and one denomination did 
not enter a country where another church was well 
established. 

When the Pentecostals came in, they generally went 
to the poorer districts. They would have been found 
in lower Manhattan or in South Philadelphia, or in 
Chicago’s south side. Their churches grew rapidly. 
Their special meetings sometimes brought thousands 
under the preaching of the gospel. But many of their 
people were illiterates, and many fell back into old 
ways. On the other hand, among those who were 
brought to the gospel were some who were professional 
people, or who had some degree of education. These 
tended to leave the Pentecostal churches to go to the 
Baptist, Methodist or other churches where there was 
more dignity to the service and more education and 
culture in the ministry. 

In some countries independent missions came in 
from England soon after the old-line denominations. 
The Plymouth Brethren dominate the religious scene in 
the Argentine today. Thousands “break bread” with 
them each Sunday. Having evolved from the traditional 
Plymouth Brethren position, they frankly call them- 
selves churches, not assemblies, and their leading 
brethren are not afraid to accept the title of pastor. 
Thus, more realistic than their forebears in England, 
they have advanced with great rapidity. Where the 
Methodists and Baptist minister to hundreds in the 
Argentine, the Brethren minister to thousands. 
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The movement of the “faith” missions into South 
America came much later. The pattern differs from 
country to country. In Bolivia, the Bolivian Indian 
Mission has done the best work in the land, and, willing 
to abandon its name, and to enter in with all believers 
of whatever title, has seen its word grow greatly. There 
is now a national church with organized congregations 
in almost every city. As a result, instead of establishing 
North American branches in the country, the whole 
church of Christ has come together with a Bolivian 
stamp, and scandals are fewer than in some other 
countries. For it is a scandal when four or five Protest- 
ant churches of 30 to 80 families each compete in a 
town of 100,000 or even of 5,000 or 10,000. What a 
sin it is for Presbyterians to want to make Presbyter- 
ians, Baptists to make Baptists, and Pentecostals to 
make Pentecostals. 

In the last 20 or 30 years there has come the further 
divisiveness of some independent mission groups who 
have gone into a city as though the gospel had never 
been there before them. In one town where there are 
40 organized Protestant churches, three or four indep- 
endents came in and wrote a “prayer fellowship letter,” 
in which they spoke of coming into the dark land where 
Satan held full sway and where no light of the gospel 
shone forth, and that they were the one hope of the 
city of 100,000 people. The 40 existing churches, many 
of them founded in days when it cost almost martyrdom 
to be known as a Protestant in the midst of a fanatical 
world of pseudo-Romanism, simply did not count to 
them. - 


ENCOURAGEMENT BY RADIO 


In Central America there has been a wonderful 
fusing of independent and old-line missions. The United 
Presbyterian church loaned missionaries to give co- 
ordination to Christian radio stations (mostly run by 
independent missions) throughout the Latin world, 
while the language school in San Jose receives great 
help from the same mission board. Incidentally, at the 
moment of the retirement of Dr. and Mrs. LaPorte, 
who headed the language school for many years, let it 
be said that throughout the Spanish-speaking world 
there are generally two types of missionaries, those 
who have studied under the LaPortes and those who 
have not. Or to put it another way there are those who 
speak really good Spanish and those who do not. There 
are exceptions, of course, but they merely prove the 
rule. 

In no country is my illustration of upside down 
continents better seen than in Colombia. Here the 
Presbyterians came a century ago and have established 
a school and then a church, and the church is now 
established in all the large cities of the country, and 








branches trickle out into the most remote areas. This 
church is not American, it is Colombian and it is self- 
supporting. It has its own pastors, its own buildings, and 
any missionaries from North America who remain in 
the country work under the guidance of Colombians. 
This is the church that has best weathered the tremen- 
dous persecutions of the last 20 years, because it is a 
Colombian church and not a branch of a church in the 
United States. 

When I reached Colombia I had recently been in 
Ecuador, and a guest of HCJB, the Voice of the Andes. 
Missionary leaders of several different denominations 
told me that the broadcasting from HCJB had been one 
of the very strong factors in the strengthening and 
feeding of the persecuted Protestants in Colombia. 
This was especially true in the rural areas. There are 
few pastors, the believers are widely scattered, but 
many of them keep their little radios tuned in on HCJB 
from morning till night. The priests cannot control the 
air waves. 


“NON-CATHOLICOS” 


In Colombia Bogota is called the Athens of America, 
and its professors interchange with Oxford, Cambridge, 
the Sorbonne and Madrid. Its opera season brings the 
best singers from the Metropolitan and all other great 
musical centers, and the Comedie Francaise plays in 
French to. the sophisticated audiences that gather. The 
grandes dames of its society buy their gowns in Paris. 

Many years ago the Collegio Americano was 
founded in Bogota. It was to the upper classes of 
Colombia that the Presbyterian school began to minis- 
ter. It soon had several hundred pupils. It taught all 
grades through high school and prepared its graduates 
for entrance into the great European universities as 
well as for entrance into the higher schools in its own 
land. Graduates of this school have a better education 
than the graduates of 90 per cent of the high schools in 
the United States. 

A few years ago the Roman hierarchy, with their 
usual Jesuitical methods, tried to curb religious liberty 
in Colombia. They drew zones in rural areas that were 
declared fully Catholic and it was decreed that no 
Protestant missionary could enter these zones. It was 
also decreed: that Protestant schools could not educate 
Roman Catholics. The entrance blanks that were de- 
manded by the government had a place where the 
parents inscribed their religion. 

The Presbyterian college (grammar and high 
schools) did not suffer. It had recently moved to a 
campus of several acres in one of the best suburbs 
and had a beautiful red brick campus. The parents 
sent their children, and many scores of them put down 
on the entrance blanks that they were “Buddhists,” 
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“Mohammedans,” “Confucianists,” or anything else. 

The joke became known and the Jesuits in the min- 
istry of education speedily changed the blanks, requir- 
ing only that the parents sign as “Non-Catholicos.” 
This formula is now written in by many hundreds of 
families. 

When I preached to the student body of this school, 
hundreds of boys from their side of the campus and 
hundreds of girls from their side of the campus came 
into the assembly hall, sang a gospel hymn, bowed their 
heads while a missionary prayed, and listened very at- 
tentively while I preached the gospel as plainly as I 
know how to proclaim it, bowing reverently at the end 
while I asked them to follow me quietly, in their hearts, 
saying, “Oh God .. . I know I am a sinner . . . I know I 
need a Savior .. .and as best I know . . . I stop trusting 
works . . . I stop trusting in character . . . I stop trusting 
in the church or the saints or the Virgin . . . and trust in 
Christ Jesus alone . . .” 

The fact that hundreds of upper class parents in 
Colombia are willing to sign that they are not Catholics 
is a very important thing in a country that has such a 
strong element of political Catholicism. And each year 
hundreds of young peeple come out of a school where 
they have been exposed to the gospel, have learned 
that Protestants do not have horns, and have a frame 
of reference by which they can compare various faiths. 

In Lima, Peru, I had a similar experience in the 
Collegio St. Andreas, operated by a godly group of 
faculty members from Scotland. Here, in a question and 
answer period, the whole question of purgatory and life 
after death was brought out through questions from the 
students, and I answered them from the Bible. 


THE CASE FOR WYCLIFFE 


Of late years there is a new movement in the more 
remote regions. South America and Central America 
contain vast tropical areas, remote from civilization, 
and practically without means of travel with the ex- 
ception of river canoes, and now, small airplanes. Into 
these areas, largely inhabited by Indian tribes, the 
modern movement of the Wycliffe Bible Translators 
has come. The other name for this work is “The 
Summer Institute of Linguistics.” And thereby hangs a 
tale. 

Before going to South America I had learned that 
there was deep-seated animosity against this work on 
the part of some of the workers in other faith missions. 
I would not bring this up here if I had not been ap- 
proached by a mission executive who wrote me long 
letters against Wycliffe, and who said that he was de- 
termined to stand against that organization. 

He complained the Wycliffe translators claim, in the 

(Continued on page 30) 
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OSWALD C. J. HOFFMANN, forceful radio pastor of 
“The Lutheran Hour,” has a disarming way of making 
you stop and consider the shallowness of your faith. 
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Faith without Risk Is No Faith 


Faith, said Martin Luther, is a leap into the dark, 
trusting that somehow, somewhere out in the blackness, 
the arms of God are stretched out—reaching forth to 
take hold and to hold on. 

That kind of faith has become obsolete in a world that 
is disposed to look upon faith as a nicely wrapped pack- 
age labeled “Personal Security” or “Moral Respecta- 
bility.” To many people, faith is that way of looking at 
things or that philosophy of life which makes them 
right, or at least more right than their next-door neigh- 
bors. They think about faith—if they think about it at 
all—as the opposite of doubt, and are not disturbed 
when it is peddled like tranquilizers. 

For many, faith has become a sort of anti-trouble 
insurance. Small wonder it has no real power when 
trouble comes, when people have to meet the hard issues 
or the shocks of life. 

Faith without risk is no faith at all. Martin Luther’s 













“leap into the dark” was a realistic description of faith 
as he found it in the Scriptures. A good example of 
the meaning of faith, or the lack of it, is an incident 
that took place on the picturesque Sea of Galilee. It 
was early in the morning, between 3 and 6 a.m. The 
weather was mean and sullen, the waters of the lake 
were choppy and forbidding in the pre-dawn darkness. 
The fishermen in the boat were having a hard time 
of it, because the wind was against them. Suddenly, 
they saw a figure approaching them on the water. 
Their immediate reaction was, “It’s a ghost.” Faith 
and superstition do not come from the same family, 
and this was superstitious fear to which people so 
easily yield in spite of all their experience and educa- 
tion. The Lord Christ, for that is who it was, settled 
that fear by saying simply, “Take heart, it is I. Don’t 
be afraid.” 

Now that terror had proved groundless, either out 
of relief or bravado one of the men in that boat was 
ready to try faith. Peter said, “Lord, if it is really 
You, tell me to walk toward You on the water.” Jesus 
said, “Come on, then.” Peter stepped down from the 
boat, and actually started to walk toward Jesus on the 
water. He walked, that is, until he suddenly realized 
where he was and his attention became fixed on the 
boisterous wind and waves. Fear again overtook him 
and he began to sink. At once Jesus stretched forth 
His hand, caught the sinking Peter and said to him, 
“Why did you doubt? Why did you lose your nerve, 
you of little faith?” 

Christ always emphasized the element of risk in 
faith. He praised those who risked all to believe in 
Him—the man who trusted that He could heal even 
at a distance; the woman who asked only the crumbs 
from His table. He rejected those who wanted to 
follow Him without risk—the rich young ruler who 
wanted to keep the support of his wealth; the man 
who wanted to go home to bury his father before 
becoming a disciple. 

He discouraged many would-be followers by telling 
them they must first count the cost, and be sure they 
were willing to risk the old one. To lay hold on 
eternal life, we must let go our grim and tragic grip 
on the temporary things of the life that now is. 


RISK OF LOVING 

The risks of faith are many. There is the risk of 
trusting God in a world which easily denies His exist- 
ence; to trust in Christ for forgiveness and life, when 
other people look upon Him as just another man, even 
though a good one. There is the risk of loving in a 
world which looks upon love as weakness or, at best, 
as stupidity; of putting a high value on spiritual life 
and service in a world where everything of value bears 
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a price tag; of being humble and self-sacrificing in a 
world which is pushy and aggressive; of being single- 
minded and sincere in a world which has become 
skeptical and cynical; of being different in a world 
which puts a premium on conforming to one mold, one 
standard—its own. The risk of faith is to put one’s 
entire life in God’s hands, the risk of trust and of 
obedience. 

Peter saw the risk of faith and accepted it. When 
Christ told him to walk upon the water, Peter tried 
to do just that. He failed because he looked around for 
visible means of support. At that moment, in spite of 
the Lord’s command, he started to sink. 

God’s call to you is to walk, to live, to trust, and to 
love without visible means of support. He asks you 
to follow Him, to obey Him, and to give yourself away 
to Him, without any concrete sign that you will be 
successful by walking that way. It is easy for a young 
man to prepare himself well in school, to work hard 
at his job, because he has seen others go up the 
ladder of success that way. It is easy for older people 
to look forward with confidence to a time of retirement, 
remembering their pension plan and the insurance 
policies in their safety deposit box. This does not 
require faith. Faith asks us to believe in spite of the 
evidence, not because of it. 

Faith in God means a great deal more than believ- 
ing that He exists. People who obviously do not trust 
God make no attempt to follow His way. They may 
claim, “I believe in God.” You may have said that 
yourself, without committing yourself to God or to 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Belief of that kind means noth- 
ing. It is like saying, “I believe in the weather.” Who 
doesn’t? Everyone does, if he is in his right mind. Any 
normal human being knows that there is some kind 
of Supreme Power, some Mind, some Force behind 
everything. To say, “I believe in God” is like taking 
a little tranquilizer that will wear off in a short time. 


NOTHING BUT PROBLEMS 

To believe in Christ is not just to recognize His life, 
death, and resurrection as historical facts. The devil 
knows these facts as well as anyone else, and you may 
be sure he has not committed himself to Christ. 

To believe in Christ, to have faith in Him, makes 
the whole matter personal. Faith speaks in this wise, 
“Christ lived for me. Christ died for me. Christ rose 
again from the dead for me. He lives and rules for me. 
I put myself into His hands, trusting in Him for life 
and death. I firmly believe that He will do all things 
well, and I follow Him wherever He leads.” 

Peter’s difficulty was that he was so preoccupied with 
the problem that he forgot the solution. He looked at 
the waves, the water, his own fearful heart, instead of 
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keeping Christ in view who was beckoning to him. 
This is what happens when people make the faith of 
Christ into a philosophy. The philosopher Socrates once 
said, “I am no doubt regarded as the wisest Athenian 
because I know that I do not know everything.” Christ 
never made a confession of that kind. He said, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.” 

Do you want to find the meaning of life and its 
solution? Look to Christ, the living Son of God. Don’t 
look at yourself. There you will find nothing but prob- 
lems. Look to Christ, God’s solution for the problems 
of the world, and for each one of your personal prob- 
lems as well. 

Faith speaks in this wise, “I don’t know all the 
answers, but this one thing I know—God cares for 
me.” Circumstances may change, and people can 
change, but God never changes. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but God’s Word will not pass away. Circiim- 
stances cannot alter the unchanging character of Christ, 
God’s Son, who calls you today to trust and service. 
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. If things 
seem to go badly for you, trust in God. God can take 
the very worst and turn it into the very best. In fact, 
when the worst happens, faith speaks in this wise, 
“I don’t understand what God is doing, but I have this 
confidence in Him that He knows best. I will go His way 
because véhat seems the very worst will become the very 
best if I hold on to Him.” 


NOT PASSIVE ACCEPTANCE 


Faith is not just passive acceptance of God’s Word 
and will. It is active obedience to His Word and will. 
Faith works by love. The important thing is that faith 
must work, or it is not faith at all but simply talk— 
empty talk. Faith is living, daring, active confidence 
that what God wants is always right and that what God 
does is always right, and when God calls it is always 
right to follow Him. 

God calls each one in faith to love the undeserving. 
Even though others may regard such love as weak and 
stupid God calls each one in faith to make sacrifices 
for others. God calls each one in faith to remember the 
importance of things eternal, which will last when 
the things that are temporal are gone and forgotten. 
God calls each one in faith to pray, because His ear 
is cocked to hear the prayers of those who trust in 
Him. God calls each one in faith to invest his time, 
talents, and his treasure in the service of Christ, remem- 
bering His words, “It is better to give than to receive.” 
Though we may have no concrete visible evidence that 
this is true, faith takes the leap and it is willing to 
take the risk of finding it out to be true. 

Faith takes God at His word in spite of all evidence 


February 1960 














































to the contrary. To take this risk frightens the com- 
fortable, the selfish, and the fainthearted. It drives 
away all who cling so hard to material things that they 
will not let go in order to have God forever. Francis 
Thompson wrote in his great poem, “The Hound of 
Heaven,” “I feared, in having Thee, I might have 
naught beside.” This is the risk of faith—that having 
God you might have naught beside, or that, having 
God, you will have all. , 

Are you willing to take the risk of faith? You are 
surrounded on every hand by people who risk their 
lives on everything else. They will take the greatest 
risks on the outcome of summit conferences, on a rise 
in the stock market, on starting their own business, on 
their own family and friends, or on their own health. 
But they will not take a risk on God. That’s too great 
a risk for them to take. 

What have you got to lose by taking God at His 
word and believing in His Son Jesus Christ? Time is 
Short compared with eternity. Now is the time to 
believe—to take the risk of trust in Christ and of 
loving service to Christ. What is at stake for you? 
Everything. Without Christ, you throw your life away. 
With Christ, you have Life that only Christ can give. 
Faith may be a risk, a gamble, but Christ who bids 
you take this risk is sure and certain as eternity itself. 
You can risk your life on Him. 








Nehru was asked in the Indian Congress what was being done 
about the fact that maps of Asia, printed in Russia and in China, 
showed large portions of India as belonging to China. His answer 
was that Russia had copied Chinese maps, but that the Chinese had 
not answered requests for information as to why they falsified the 
borders. 

The Christian must learn that Satan will always claim to have 
some power or authority over him. Satan is a liar and the father of 
lies (John 8:44), and one of his common devices is to hold some 
past sin over the sinner as though the sinner had to remain in bondage 
because of past faults. His claims are false. The child of God has 
been purchased by the Lord Jesus Christ and we belong to Him. 
Any attempt by the enemy to exercise sovereignty over us must be 

pudiated by the forgi sinner and the defense turned over to the 
rightful owner, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Gospel — 


and the Beatnik 






How are you related to the Beatniks and what does the gospel say to this new generation? 


By C. ADRIAN HEATON 


| pl SELL the Beatniks short! The real Beatniks 
are a small group of youthful intellectuals who 
are in violent protest against the world. Because they 
are small in number and zany in character, we may 
try to laugh them off. But frankly they may be discern- 
ing the trends of the world today better than some of 
the rest of us who are “squares.” 

In the past few years we have read all about our 
conformist society in such best-sellers as The Status 
Seekers, The Hidden Persuaders, The Organization 
Man, and others. These books have described our soci- 
ety as a culture in which we are constantly being pres- 
sured to conform, to be like everybody else, to be 
standardized. These pressures are so insidious that 
whether we realize it or not all of us are victimized by 
it; the pressure comes through our neighbors, our TV, 
our hewspapers; it’s in our houses, offices, stores, 
schools; in fact, it’s even in our churches. And the 
genuine Beatniks are concerned about it; they rebel 
against the idea of being pushed into this mold. They 
want to be their own individualistic selves. 

Beatniks can be characterized quickly in four phrases. 
The first is non-conformity. Beatniks simply 
don’t want to conform to the world to which you and I 
conform. We are squares, they say, because we are so 
much like everybody else. We want to rate with the 
crowd; we want to wear the same clothes the other 
people wear; we want to have the jobs which carry 
status; we want to do the “proper” things and the decent 
things according to American customs and traditions. 
So we lose spontaneity. To keep from being pushed 
into the mold, Beatniks try to be utterly different. If 
ordinary people work from 8 to 5 in the day, they'll 
sleep in the day and work at night. If ordinary people 
want a good, comfortable standard of living and want 


The author is president of the California Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Covina, Calif. 
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to move to the suburbs they'll say, ““That’s not for us; 
we'll live in a ‘pad’ and sleep on a mat and not pay the 
rent. When the rent is overdue, we'll move some place 
else or sleep in the park.” If ordinary people shave, 
clean themselves up and wear Ivy league “uniforms,” 
they'll say, “We'll be unshaved and we’ll wear some- 
thing drab and colorless.” They emphasize their non- 
conformity to keep from being pushed into the mold. 

The second characteristic of the Beatnik is his desire 
to find out who he is. The Beatnik thinks like this: “In 
this conformist world where we are all shaped by the 
same cookie-cutter, you can’t find out who you are. But 
I want to find out who I am, and the way to find out is 
to give vent to every inner impulse. By living out every 
impulse I may find the key to who I am. If-I feel like 
writing zany poetry or words that make no sense to any- 
body else, that’s what Ill do. If I want to compose music 
that nobody else will appreciate, I'll write that kind of 
music. If I want to play a snare drum with my toes and 
paint pictures with my fingers, that’s what I'll do. By 
expressing all of these hidden inner motives and feel- 
ings, I'll find out who I really am.” 

The third characteristic of the Beatnik is the search 
for freedom. “I want to be free from all legalisms,” the 
Beatnik pleads. “The law of the land, the law of ordi- 
nary social custom, and the law of God—all these are 
restraints that crush me. I want to be free of this law 
so that I can be myself.” So Beatniks gather into com- 
munities of their own in order to have the maximum 
freedom. Of course they reject historic Christian faith 
because it has certain regulations and suggestions of 
how we ought to live and how we ought not to live. 

The fourth characteristic of the Beat generation is a 
twist on an ancient philosophy. The ancient hedonistic 
philosophy said, “Eat, drink and be merry; for to- 
morrow you die.” The Beatnik says, “Eat, drink and 
indulge yourself; for there is no tomorrow.” He doesn’t 





























say “Be merry” because the real Beatnik doesn’t expect 
to be merry. He knows that life is empty and pur- 
poseless; he knows that pleasure is a rather vain thing. 
And tomorrow is an idle abstraction. 

Someone has defined the juvenile delinquent as one 
who cannot conceive of tomorrow, who lives only for 
the present. In this way the Beatnik is like the delin- 
quent. He too has no concept of tomorrow, no thought 
of a day of reckoning. 

But what has all this to do with you? You have no 
intention of becoming a Beatnik. 

The fact is that everyone in our society has the same 
inner desire as the Beatnik. Inwardly, don’t you desire 
to break free, to get away from all these pushes and 
pulls, these tensions, these forces that make you con- 
form? 

We wish we could throw off restraints. We wish that 
we could express ourselves freely—that every hidden 
desire might not be frustrated and sublimated. We 
wish that we did not have to reckon with tomorrow. 
Yes, all of us are Beatniks to some degree. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER 


What’s the Christian answer? Interestingly, the 
Christian faith deals with these four points. 

In the first place, if we really are genuinely com- 
mitted to Jesus Christ, we can say with the Beatnik, 
“We will not be conformed to this world.” The Apostle 
Paul wrote in Romans 12: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be not con- 
formed to this world.” Or as Phillips translates it: 
“Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its 
own mold.” We are failing Christ if we are merely con- 
forming to the pressures of society around us. 

We ought to ask ourselves: In what ways are we 
different from the other people around us? How is our 
life distinctive? In what ways are we living for Christ? 
In what way have we rebelled against our environ- 
ment? Are we merely drifting along? We can swim 
against the stream. We are transformed, not conformed. 

As Christians we also have an answer to the ques- 
tion, “Who am I?” The Beatnik thinks he’s going to 
find out who he is by experiencing and carrying out 
every impulse. Actually, you and I find out who we are 
by denying ourselves and giving ourselves to Christ. In 
other words, we know who we are by knowing Christ 
better. We find that we are made in the image of God. 
We distort the image by sin. We are re-created in 
Christ Jesus; and in Christ we become somebody. 

Sometimes, an evangelist may plead with you to be- 
come nobody for the glory of God. But this isn’t the 
gospel. The gospel does not ask us to be nobody. The 
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gospel asks us to be somebody. You see, as soon as we 
confess that out of Christ we are nobody, we are re- 
created, and given a “new self.” The first gospel fact 
is that the old self must be crucified. And the second 


_ half of the gospel is that this new self is brought into 


fulfillment. It’s just as much a part of the gospel to 
become somebody in Christ as it is to recognize that 
out of Christ we are nobody. Every one of us needs a 
higher view of the self, not a lower view of the self; 
but it must be the higher self, the new self in Christ 
Jesus. 

The story is told of a little boy who entered, a res- 
taurant with his mother and father. When the waitress 
came, she looked at the little fellow and asked, “What 
will you have?” 

He replied, “I'll have a hot dog.” 

Quickly the mother overruled, “Bring him some 
mashed potatoes and roast beef.” 

The waitress paid no attention to the mother, turned 
back to the lad and said: “What do you want on it?” 

He said, “T’ll have mustard.” 

The mother was exasperated but the little fellow 
was delighted. He shrugged his shoulders, straightened 

up in his chair and pointed toward the kitchen, where 
the waitress had gone. “She thinks I am real,” he said. 

God thinks you are real. One of the most important 
parts of the gospel is that you find out who you are. 
You’re somebody. 

The Apostle Paul had a great awareness of who he 
was. He said, “I am not the least of the apostles.” 
And he told who he was in Christ Jesus. But it’s always 
in Christ Jesus. Out of Christ Paul was nobody. 

Paul wrote young Timothy: “Let no man despise 
thy youth.” In other words, he wanted Timothy to have 
a good, healthy self-concept or view of himself so that 
he could invest it. Yes, the most precious possession 
God has given you is your self, your new self in Christ. 
If you bury that self in empty routines and meaningless 
living, you are burying the most precious thing God 
has given you and you will be held accountable before 
God. 

Jesus pronounced judgment upon the man who buried 
his talent. You and I must be judged if we do not invest 
and use this most precious part of us, the self we are 
in Christ Jesus. 

Thirdly, we have an answer to this question of law- 
lessness. Like the Beatnik, we too want to be free. We 
don’t want legalism. We don’t want to be bound. But 
we find our great freedom is in bond slavery to Jesus 
Christ. 

This is a paradox. We are most free when we are 
most under the rule and reign of Jesus Christ, and we 
are most enslaved when we rebel against Jesus Christ. 

(Continued on page 45) 
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A new book by a noted Christian thinker probes 
into one of the most critical problems of our 
perplexing age. By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 





THE RECOVERY OF PURPOSE. Emile Cailliet. Harper. 
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N THIS book a distinguished Christian thinker deals 
I with one of the central problems of our age—the 
loss of a sense of purpose on the part of modern man. 
Along with the author’s two most recent volumes, The 
Christian Approach to Culture and The Dawn of Per- 
sonality, it makes a notable trilogy. Even more than its 
predecessors, The Recovery of Purpose imposes insist- 
ent demands upon the reader’s close attention and cul- 
tural resources. To work through it becomes some- 
thing of an intellectual and spiritual adventure, for 
very few men today write with the intuitive insight, 
encyclopedic allusiveness, and devotional warmth of 
Dr. Cailliet. 

According to the author’s introduction, “The modern 
mood and method so easily identified with ‘science’ 
has brought about a loss of the ultimate purpose which 
heretofore had testified to the finality of the Christian 
world view.” Consequently, only “a reconceived Chris- 
tianity can cope with the resulting plight.” Our depend- 
ence upon the formulations of the past has discouraged 
many contemporary thinkers from taking Christianity 
seriously. But this will not do. We must face the chal- 
lenge of modernity and of newly discovered fact. If 
Christianity is to recover its purpose, it cannot be in 
terms of obsolete views, but rather in terms of a re- 
thought Christianity, cleansed of certain long-standing, 
anthropomorphic views. 

The first section, entitled “Is There Room for Pur- 
pose in the Scientific World?” collides head-on with the 
current thinking that denies any purpose in the universe 
on the ground that classic notions of causality are no 
longer valid. Dr. Cailliet shows that the dismissal of 
religion by Bertrand Russell and W. T. Stace and much 
of the hopelessness of many modern minds results 
from the assumption that science has destroyed belief 
in a plan and purpose in the world. But what has really 
been destroyed is the old view of causality. 

Then Dr. Cailliet examines the modern, scientific 
method of stating truth in terms of mathematical con- 
structions or models along the line of Vaihinger’s cate- 
gory of “useful fiction.” Although remote from the data 
of everyday consciousness, mathematical construction 





» 





The reviewer is headmaster of Stony Brook School, Long 
Island, and author of such books as “Christian Education 
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provides the most adequate evaluation of the physical 
world. Thus for science today the road to understand- 
ing is by way of mathematical logic rather than by way 
of causality. But Dr. Cailliet warns against extending 
the mathematical method, so successful in physics, to 
the biological and human sciences. 

The deeper reason why the idea of causality fails to 
account for purpose is not, Dr. Cailliet continues, to 
be explained solely through the history of the idea of 
causality. Actually the explanation is a religious one. 
“The drama of cosmic purpose is a religious drama.” 
As such it is “impervious to empirical interpretations.” 
After all, “life precedes knowledge” and “purpose is 
encountered sometimes before a man is enabled to de- 
fine a purpose of his own.” Behind the Hellenic con- 
cept of Moirai (the three fates) and the anagke (ne- 
cessitas) of Greek drama; underneath Scandinavian 
folklore and medieval mythology, there is the idea of 
purpose. And for this inadequate view of purpose in the 
guise of fate modern science has substituted the laws of 
chance and the calculus of probabilities. In micro- 
physics there is the fact of indeterminacy; a fixed de- 
terminism no longer characterizes the behavior of phys- 
ical phenomena, and science deals more and more with 
statistical laws. But such a method is irrelevant to the 
basic questions of theism and ultimate reality. 

For all its scientific usefulness, the mental picture 
of the space-time world gained through symbolic logic 
is “cold, mute, and colorless,” because personality has 
been taken out of it. “No personality can ever become 
a part of the scientist’s world model. Neither can a per- 
sonal God . . . Strictly speaking, science cannot help 
but be atheistic . . . This is not an indictment of science 
but a simple statement of fact. Yet all the time the 
world picture and the personality that constructs the 
picture are identical.” Objectified, “the self-same da- 
tum appears as a mental picture; becoming self- 
conscious it yields the immediate intuition of a per- 
sonality which . . . lives, moves, and has its being in the 
living God.” 


IS GOD AMBIGUOUS? 


Our scientific culture has mistaken depersonalized 
abstractions for the supreme good that gives general di- 
rection to life. The modern scientist has proceeded 
“from the sensibly real to speculate on the intelligible, 
so that he might formulate clever patterns of clues 
likely to fit selected groups of facts.” Dr. Oppenheimer 
on being pressed in respect to God, said, “I do not use 
the term. I find it ambiguous.” Useful, therefore, as it is 
in its place, the making of mental constructs must not 
be confused with reality and truth. Objectivation is 
essential to scientific thinking; elaboration of mental 
models may reach mathematical perfection. But “the 


18 


life of faith remains at all times close to the shores of 
experience.” 

Next Dr. Cailliet goes on to “The Biblical Experi- 
ence and Theological Understanding.” Here are four 
chapters of acute analysis, beginning with a warning 
against the tendency of the mind to “gravitate to the 
familiar”—the familiar being in this case certain old, 
anthropomorphic views of theology. 

The evaluation of fundamentalism at this point, 
while mostly generous, includes an apparent misun- 
derstanding of Billy Graham’s “The Bible says” as 
necessarily implying that “nothing of importance has 
ever happened since the days of the Reformation to af- 
fect the total picture;” whereas the phrase might bet- 
ter be taken at its face value of a firm declaration of 
biblical authority. 

In some respects, the chapter, “A Record Contrary to 
Expectation,” is the finest in the book. In it Dr. Cail- 
liet presents God as “the great Doer of the unex- 
pected.” This is a heart-warming treatment of the bib- 
lical record of the God who through all the unexpected- 
ness of His sovereign acts reveals an_ utter 
steadfastness of purpose that no human folly can ever 
thwart. 


a 


DEPERSONALIZING GOD 


The author then taking the reader back. to 
Xenophanes of Colophon, Parmenides, and Pilato, 
shows that the end product of human reasoning about 
God is an “it,” not the “He” who is the living God. In- 
structively he analyzes Anselm’s Proslogion with its 
criticism of the rationalistic approach to God and its 
great insight of faith seeking understanding—i.e., 
“Credo ut intelligam” (“I believe that I might know”). 
This leads to an exposition of Karl Barth’s critique of 
Schleiermacher. Here credit is given Barth for his re- 
discovery of Anselm and his application of Anselm’s 
thought to the refutation of Schleiermacher’s liberalism 
with its romantic overtones rising out of a false an- 
thropology. 

The third section, “Points of Contact Between Mod- 
ern Science and Theology,” opens with “a common 
indictment,” implicit in Barth’s thought and also in that 
of Brunner, of anthropocentric, empirical views pro- 
ceeding on the data of human consciousness. 

Dr. Cailliet develops Brunner’s suggestion regarding 
the effect of sin upon the different areas of knowledge. 
This is greatest in the theological and human sciences, 
because they deal with such living questions as free- 
dom and the relationship of man to man and man to 
God. In the exact physical sciences, which are farther 
away from the living center, the disturbance through 
sin becomes less until in mathematics it dwindles to 
zero. Thus the forms of symbolic logic with its abstract 
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mathematics are valid in their own specialized context. 
But anthropocentric thinking, based on the experience 
of a sin-disturbed consciousness, penetrates and dis- 
torts the human and theological disciplines. Therefore 
we must turn to “a more adequate understanding of 
human knowledge in terms of events breaking in on 
their own and amounting to a process of revelation.” 


SIGNALING STATION 


The next chapter, “The Wider Meaning of Revela- 
tion,” reminds us that, just as an external reality is in- 
volved in the determination of scientific truth (the 
reality “was there in the first place, and then literally 
‘happened’ ” to the discoverers—e.g., Archimedes and 
the principle of hydrostatics and Newton and the law of 
gravitation), so God the great Doer of the unexpected 
is the Great Reality who is always “there.” 

As Dr. Cailliet put is, “This world in which we live 
may be likened to a great signaling station. Our main 
task in this life is to try to make out its meaning. . .” In 
other words, knowledge is not the mere product of hu- 
man thought. On the contrary, “all genuine knowledge 
is revelation, a disclosure in which the object is essen- 
tially the addresser and the subject essentially the ad- 
dressee.” So a man’s right interpretation of reality is 
conditioned by his degree of responsiveness. 

“A man,” Dr. Cailliet declares, “is bound to remain 
impervious to the ultimate truth of Jesus Christ if he is 
not arrested by the active power of the living God... 
Again an unbeliever may fail to identify the living God 
in and through the works of creation if the energizing 
might of the Creator remains a dead letter to him.” 

Response to revelation, according to the author, in- 
volves change, even to the extent of “the knower being 
changed into that which he comes to know.” Here 
Charles Hartshorne’s strange illustration of degrees of 
response through reading a poem to a glass of water, 
an ant, a dog, a human being unacquainted with the 
language of the poem, one knowing the language but 
insensitive to poetry, and a person knowing the lan- 
guage and sensitive to poetry, provides a transition to 
an impressive passage in which the responses to God of 
Socrates, Darwin, Schweitzer, and Saul on the Damas- 
cus road are considered, that of Saul being the highest 
because it was a total response, involving “a total 
change amounting to transfiguration.” 

The fourth section, “The Promethean Character of a 
Common Plight,” investigates the extent to which cer- 
tain concepts of Greek tragedy have distorted Christian 
thought. The two concepts analyzed are those of 
hamartia (sin) and hubris (pride). 

Hamartia, in the pagan and classic sense of the in- 
ward flaw resulting in the fatal error of inexorable 
necessity, is contrasted with the prophetic and Chris- 
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tian view of sin as “alienation from an all-loving God 
who truly grieves over an estrangement amounting to 
betrayal.” 

Hubris is analyzed in the light of the classic view of 
mighty opposites—Prometheus versus Zeus—a view 
which infiltrates western thought in distorting the bibli- 
cal doctrine of Satan by placing him on a par with God. 
Dr. Cailliet repudiates these classical and pagan views 
of man’s opposition to God as anthropocentric and 
tragic. A further chapter, “Doom or Destiny,” traces 
the tragic Promethean view through Hegel and Fichte 
on to the cosmic impiety of Marxism and Communism. 

So the inquiry culminates in the issue of “Ego or 
Purpose.” Despite the piety of his Moravian heritage, 
Schleiermacher was in reality the theologian of an ego- 
centric romanticism, expressive of “the Promethean ele- 
ment inherent in a religious individualism cut loose 
from the control of the Apostolic faith.” This religious 
and romantic individualism, stemming from Schleier- 


-macher, merged with the notion of progress based on 


Darwinian evolution to become “the new faith-principle 
of Evolution-Progress, truly the Promethean principle 
of the Rise of Man.” In criticizing Schleiermacher, even 
Barth, with his stress upon the wholly-otherness of God, 
slips into the tragic dilemna of “mighty opposites;” and 
in his insistence that there is no way whatsoever from 
anthropology to theology Barth fails to recognize that 
the prophetic view set forth in the Bible does provide 
a way from man to God. 


PURPOSELESS MAN 


In an eloquent passage the author fixes the blame-for 
the purposelessness of Western man. “It is,” he says, 
“the Prometheus who slumbers in the soul of ‘every 
man that cometh into the world,’ who is responsible for 
the loss of man’s true purpose . . . because Prometheus 
per se is a man utterly on his own, the God of Jesus 
Christ is to this man as if he were not. And this . . . is 
the essence of all sin because it involves disloyalty to 
the all-loving, who ‘gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.’ Seen in the light shining on the Cross, 
sin is what it is in all its ugliness because of what God 
has done in Christ.” 

In conclusion, Dr. Cailliet, considering how the 
Promethean view must be converted, examines such 
biblical passages as Psalm 139, Matt. 6:25-34, I Peter 
5:7, and “the glorious hallelujah of Paul in the con- 
cluding ‘movement’ of Romans 8.” All these passages 
stress man’s utter dependence upon God. In the light of 
these Scriptures and in recognition of the corrupting 
effect upon the gospel of the tragic and anthrovo- 
centric views he has been criticizing, Dr. Cailliet 

(Continued on page 43) 









Almost anything passes for Bible study these days, and most of us get quite confused as to what it is. 


SCENE | 


HURRIED to the morning hour hungry of soul. It would be the “Bible” hour. 
Amidst the high-pressure appeals of the conference for personal witnessing, 
world missions, and consecration, this would be one glad hour in which we would 
shut out the appeals of man and contemplate the inexhaustible word of God. The 
Scriptures were opened and read. My soul now drew near eager for the exposition 
of the word of God. But down my open throat was stuffed another sermon! It was 
a good and proper sermon, but it wasn’t Bible study. The speaker wheeled back 
and forth like an eagle over the text, but he never came to rest upon it. I left the hall 
as hungry as I came and quite sure that the speaker could not distinguish between a 
sermon and a Bible study. Sermonizing is not Bible study. 


SCENE Ii 





BUT IT ISN’ 


The honorable reverend stood before the audience and announced that he had 


the responsibility for the Bible study and would we all turn to a certain passage in 
the Old Testament. I thanked the Lord for a man who took his Bible study seriously, 
and eagerly anticipated a fruitful 45 minutes of real Bible exposition. After the text 
was read there issued a torrent of words exhorting us to five different things. God 
knows that we needed at least ten exhortations, but God also knows that the re- 
lationship of the text to the exhortations was completely accidental. Although I left 
the auditorium completedly equipped with exhortations my added insight into the 
text was zero. Whipping up three or four good exhortations from a text is not Bible 





study. 


SCENE Ill 


I crouched low in the pew. It was eventide Bible hour and I was praying for grace 
to endure another sermon or a fist full of miscellaneous exhortations falsely known 
as “Bible” study. The first paragraph of the speaker brought me snappily out of my 
crouch. I was not going to get various and divers exhortations but real, honest, un- 
diluted Bible study! He opened the Bible and went after the text! 

But at the third paragraph I was dismayed. From Bible study we slipped into 
exegesis. “The jussive means this” was followed by “the aorist participle means 
that.” The housewives present did not know the difference between the jussive and 
lemon juice and their blank faces were rather faithful counterparts of their minds at 
this moment. For the first time in their lives the laymen heard the word “aorist” and 
surmised it was one of the pagan gods of the Hittites. Next we were hurriedly pulled 
past the opinions of Robertson, Denney, Cullmann and Broadus. By this time most 
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study. 
SCENE IV 

I mingled with a crowd of university students as we retreated from the hot sun 
into the cool auditorium. Certainly this crowd would put the speaker on the spot 
and force him to give out with good Bible study. The reputation of the Bible teacher 
preceded him like the runners preceded the ancient chariots. Away from the warm 
southern sun I sat smugly in my seat and said to myself, “This is it—real Bible 
study!” At last, no sermons, no sheaf of exhortations, but Bible study. 

The great Bible teacher strode across the platform like a great musician and put- 
ting his Bible upon the pulpit waited for the audience to quiet down before he 
played the first note. The concert began. Like the fingers of the pianist race up and 

ad down the keyboard, so his fingers raced through the Bible finding the relevant 
in verses. Plunk, ping, plunk! It did not take long before I realized that we were not 
Ys having Bible study but a party line. The Bible was the keyboard and the teacher was 
xt playing his own tune upon it. The melody was not that of the Scripture but one im- 
rd posed upon it by the Bible teacher. When the last embellishments were over, and 
Gi when we were assured with a certainty the papacy could envy that we had the truth 
ft we were dismissed. 

1e I did not feel blessed nor fed nor led deeper into the Scriptures. I felt brain- 
le washed. I felt my share in the priesthood of the believers as it pertained to Bible 


study had been violated by the arrogant cognates of a party line. Propagandizing 
is not Bible study. 


SCENE V 


Every church has its Bible study time at the prayer service. Here there is no 
urgency to evangelize or exhort. The pastor may unhurriedly open the Sacred Text 
and feed the flock from its riches. 

But as I watched the good man I almost cried. He announced his passage for the 
study and went to work—but what work! In his attempt to explain the text he was 
like a chicken with defective pecking aim. The poor hen pecks all around the corn 
but never hits it. She squints with her beady eye, she cocks her head, and then she 
pecks—and misses. She over-shoots or under-shoots. 

So the poor man of God does everything but explain the text. I got 30 minutes of 
various and divers unrelated and uninspiring pious observations. Each observation 
was a worthy one. But the passage itself remained untouched. We had been all 
around the text but never in it. Pious observations are not Bible study. 
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The tragedy is that Bible study is so simple, yet so 
elusive. It is unfortunate that there is so much stamping 
around the Scriptures with no real Bible study. Let me 
set down a few principles of what I believe constitutes 
real study of the Bible. 

First, Bible study is in the language of the people, 
and in a fairly common translation. Bible study intends 
to acquaint Christians with the contents of the Bible in 
their language, and in the Bible they read. An expert 
Bible teacher will know his Hebrew and Greek and will 
have consulted the authoritative works of reference. 
But when he stands before his class all this must be 
veiled or cloaked. The bones of his basic research must 
not protrude. He must translate all his learning into the 
common language. Some reference to the original lan- 
guages is not objectionable but the main burden of the 
study must rest upon the English language and a com- 
mon translation. 

If Bible study is to have staying power it must be in 
the common language and in a common text. The peo- 
ple will grasp the content of Scripture only as it is 
taught to them in the language in which they converse, 
pray, read and sing. 

Exegesis is for the scholars and Bible study is no 
substitute for scholarly exegesis. But academic exegesis 
is not for the popular platform. Here God’s people must 
be fed in their mother tongue. 


LIMITED NUMBER OF VERSES 


Secondly, the actual goal of Bible study is to convey 
the meaning to the people of a set number of verses. 
Unless a manageable length is determined in advance 
the Bible study will be frustrating. Too much will have 
to be said in too short a time. Care must be taken to 
limit the scope of the study unless the teacher is giving 
some sort of general survey. 

Next, the Bible teacher must attempt to convey the 
essential meaning of the text or passage. This is by far 
the most difficult task in Bible study—this is Bible 
study! Here is where the men are separated from the 
boys. Here is where fuzzy thinking is unfortunately put 
upon public display; or where real skill in handling the 
Word of God blesses the audience. 

It is the presupposition of all interpretation of docu- 
ments that the authors of these documents intended to 
set down a meaning in writing. Therefore, if sufficient 
pains are taken the meaning of the author may be re- 
covered. All interpretation of documents—be it a 
fragment of the pre-Socratic philosophers or a page 
from some medieval mystic—has as its goal the re- 
covery of the meaning of the author. 

Bible exegesis is the recovery of the meaning of the 
writers of Holy Writ; Bible study has the same goal 
only is less technical and less scholarly, and more pop- 
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ular and more devotional. The heart of Bible study 
must always be the matter of meaning. The first ques- 
tion of Bible study is not: 

“What is devotional here?” nor “What is of practical 
importance here?” nor “What is inspirational here?” but 
“What does this passage mean?” 

If the Bible teacher has no sensitivity to the question 
of meaning, there will be no real Bible study, but only a 
series of pious observations or a quiver full of exhorta- 
tions or some interesting but pointless story-telling. The 
one trait all great teachers of Scripture have had in 
common is their sensitivity to the meaning of the text. 


SENSITIVITY 


This means sensitivity to words. The good interpreter 
never looks at a word without a question mark in his 
mind: He may consult his Greek lexicon, or his Web- 
ster’s Or a commentary, or a concordance. But he 
fusses around among his books till the word upon which 
he has fixed his attention begins to glow with meaning. 

An experienced doctor has a wonderful sensitivity in 
his fingers. He has spent a life-time feeling lumps, 
swellings, growths, tumors, and wens. He knows their 
textures, their shapes, and their peculiarities. Where 
our fingers tell us two things, a doctor’s finger might 
tell him a dozen things. Just as a doctor’s fingers has a 
feel for lumps and growths so a Bible teacher must have 
feel for words. He must pass the fingers of his mind 
over their shapes, textures, and peculiarities. 

This means sensitivity to phrases, clauses, para- 
graphs, and idioms. A good Bible teacher is restless; he 
takes nothing for granted. He is the detective whose 
victim is the meaning and the words in their various 
combinations of phrases, sentences, and paragraphs 
are the clues. Out of the various configurations of the 
words he delves for the meaning. He looks for the train 
of thought (i.e., the sequence in meaning) and tries to 
follow it throughout the passage. He works, digs, med- 
itates, ruminates, and studies until the meaning of the 
text shines through. 

It is right at this point where the poor teacher fails. 
He is content with his efforts even though his thoughts 
are vague, and his impressions are indistinct. As soon 
as he gets a good exhortation or practical application 
he is content and rests at that point. He does not sit with 
a restless mind and dig and sweat till he has achieved 
the meaning of the text. He does not reconstruct the 
brief of the biblical text so that he can recite it to his 
audience. Failing to recover the essential meaning of 
the text, all he can do is offer a series of religious 
observations or a sermon in the place of a Bible study. 

The good teacher, to the contrary, keeps up a run- 
ning flow of questions about meanings. What does this 

(Continued on page 44) 
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By RAY C. STEDMAN 


NE OF the knottiest of puzzles to many Bible stu- 

dents is how to harmonize the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul with that of the Twelve. Paul never knew 
Christ until he met Him as the Risen Lord on the Da- 
mascus Road, and the Twelve seldom saw Paul after 
he became a Christian. In the eyes of many today, 
their ministries and message were largely conflicting, 
raising the question, which should the Church follow 
today—Paul or the Twelve sent out with the Great 
Commission? 

Shortly before His ascension, Christ gave to His dis- 
ciples what is commonly called the Great Commission, 
recorded in Luke 24, Matthew 28, Mark 16, Acts 1, 
and briefly in John 20:21. 

At Pentecost the waiting disciples received the prom- 
ised gift of the Father, and in the power of the Spirit be- 
gan to proclaim the good news of Christ’s death, burial, 
and resurrection and to baptize those who believed, 
exactly as the Lord had bade them in the Great Com- 
mission. The persecution that soon developed, culmi- 
nating in the death of Stephen, was like an explosion 
that scattered firebrands abroad, each flaming piece 
igniting other fires wherever it would land. Soon the 
message began to reach Jew and Gentile alike, far bey- 
ond the borders of Palestine. 

When God, in His sovereign wisdom, foresaw the 
need for a special instrument to disseminate this gospel 
of grace throughout the Gentile world, He prepared 
Saul of Tarsus, separating him even before his birth 
for that purpose, and, in the fullness of time, trans- 
formed him from a young Jewish radical into an 
humbled and dedicated apostle, and gave him a separ- 
ate and distinct revelation of the gospel He intended 
him to preach (Gal. 1). Paul forcefully states: “But I 
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11, 12). 

This separate revelation to Paul has troubled many. 
Some have felt that this represents an advancement 
over the gospel of the Great Commission. Certain well- 
known Bible teachers have espoused this view, though 
the Church at large has throughout the centuries ac- 
cepted the Great Commission as its marching orders. 


The author is pastor of the Peninsula Bible Church, Palo 
Alto, Calif., and author of “Is Suicide an Answer?” (Jan. 
58). 
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Do you see any difference between the gospel of 
God’s grace and the gospel of the Kingdom? Was 
Paul’s message different from that of the Twelve? 
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A small but rather vocal minority has recently arisen 
who maintain that Paul and Paul alone should be fol- 
lowed and that the gospel Paul preached was radically 
different both in content and intent from that preached 
by the Twelve in obedience to the Great Commission. 

Certainly Paul obtained his gospel separately from 
the Twelve, but the question is: Was the gospel he re- 
ceived the same gospel preached by the Twelve? If they 
were not the same, then a serious problem arises, for 
Paul emphatically warns the Galatians that “though 
.we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” Either Paul’s gospel is the same as 
that of the Great Commission, or the Twelve were un- 
der great danger of falling under Paul’s curse. Let us see 
what Paul has to say himself. 

Paul tells how, after his conversion, he went away 
into Arabia for a time; then, after three years, he made 
a brief visit to Jerusalem where he saw only Peter and 
James. Then he went away again to Tarsus, his home 
city, where he remained probably from seven to ten 
years. During all this time he was not idle, but as he 
himself states, he “. . . was unknown by face unto the 
churches of Judea which were in Christ, but they had 
heard only that he which persecuted us in times past 
now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed” 
(Gal. 1:22, 23). 


PERSONAL REVELATION 


Here, Paul acknowledges that his message was the 
same gospel proclaimed by the Twelve and others after 
Pentecost. Though Paul received his gospel separately, 
Eleven in the Upper Room, He had now personally re- 
vealed in even greater detail to Paul, commissioning 
Jesus had personally revealed in outline form to the 
he did not receive a separate gospel. What the Lord 
him to preach these unsearchable riches throughout 
the Gentile world. It is this personal revelation of Christ 
which constitutes an apostle, for Paul writes to the Cor- 
inthians, “Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I 
not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?” 

Other references in Paul’s writings confirm that 
Christ’s appearances to Paul were to make clear to him 
things which the Twelve had learned when they were 
with Him before the Cross. Where, for instance, did 
Paul learn the details of what happened at the institu- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room? Writing 
to the Corinthians (I Cor. 11:23) he tells us, “For I 
have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which 
He was betrayed took bread, etc.” 

Here was a matter he could easily have learned 
from asking one of the other apostles, still the Lord 
chose to relate this personally to Paul during one of 
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those periods of “visions and revelations of the Lord.” 
Again, Paul writes to the Corinthians: “For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3, 4). 

This is another forthright statement of the gospel 
Paul preached. Compare it with the words of Peter to 
the household of Cornelius. Isn’t it the same simple, 
wonderful message of the grace of God, forgiving and 
reconciling sinners unto Himself on the basis of the 
death and resurrection of Christ? Paul could have 
learned this from the Twelve but, in order that his 
apostleship might stand on the same basis as theirs, 
the Lord imparted it to him in a personal manner. 

Still further proof is found in the answer to the ques- 
tion, “Where did Paul get his authority to baptize in 
water?” 

Though there may be some debate as to just why 
Paul mentions water baptism so infrequently, he did 
baptize in water. He names certain ones whom he had 
personally baptized, and though he was reluctant to 
perform the rite himself lest some would use his name 
for self-glorification, he habitually encouraged the bap- 
tism of his converts, Iéaving the actual performance to 
lesser-known personalities. 

Where did Paul get authority so to baptize? The 
twelve apostles, of course, baptized their converts regu- 
larly in obedience to the Great Commission, but Paul 
did not receive any authority, commission, or message 
from them. Then did he simply take upon himself the 
authority to baptize, adding it to the revelation he had 
received, without permission from the Lord to do so? 
Such a thing is unthinkable. Why then did Paul bap- 
tize? He baptized in water because he was told to do so 
by the same Lord who had said to the other apostles: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 


AUTHORITY TO BAPTIZE 


He wrote to the Corinthians, “Now I praise you 
brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep 
the ordinances, as I delivered them to you” (1 Cor. 
11:2). He goes on to speak of one of those ordinances 
(or more properly, traditions) in the same chapter, 
correcting their behavior at the Lord’s Table. And what 
other tradition has been a part of the Church from its 
very beginning but that of water baptism? No wonder 
we read in Acts 18:8, “. . . and many of the Corin- 
thians hearing believed, and were baptized.” 

Naturally, when the apostles at Jerusalem heard re- 
ports of Paul’s work, they would listen’ carefully to see 
whether this man, whom they had scarcely met, was 
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preaching the true gospel or not. Doubtless they won- 
dered where he learned details concerning Christ’s per- 
son and work that they alone had witnessed, and surely 
they must have longed for an occasion to sit down with 
Paul and compare notes. 

At last such an occasion came, and Paul recounts it 
in Galatians 2. He relates how, 14 years after his brief 
visit with Peter, he went up to Jerusalem “by revela- 
tion” (at the express command of the Lord Jesus), and 
there “communicated unto them that gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles.” In a private conference 
with the Jerusalem leaders, including James and the 
apostles Peter and John, Paul unfolded to them the 
whole wonderful story of how God had called him and 
how the Lord Jesus had personally appeared to him 
and given him the message that he preached. So com- 
plete had this revelation been that despite the fact that 
these other men had lived three and a half years with 
Jesus, Paul could write to the Galatians concerning the 
conference: “But these who seemed to be somewhat 
...in conference added nothing to me!” 


ACCEPTED BY APOSTLES 


If Paul had suddenly burst upon the Church with a 
new and totally different message from that of the 
Twelve, certainly the cautious leaders of the church at 
Jerusalem would never have believed that he was sent 
by the same Spirit of God who guided them. They had 
been warned by the Lord Himself to be on the lookout 
for false teachers. But as Paul goes on to say: “When 
they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision 
was unto Peter . . . and when James, Cephas, and 
John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hands of fellowship, that we should go unto 
the heathen, and they unto the circumcision (Gal. 2: 
7,19). 

Those who seek to maintain a distinctive ministry 
for Paul apart from the Twelve conclude that the “gos- 
pel of the uncircumcision” and the “gospel of the cir- 
cumcision” are two drastically different messages. Taken 
in context, however, the two phrases in question are 
explained by the words, “that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision.” This is not a 
difference in message but simply a division of labor. It 
is exactly the same division of work mentioned in Acts 
11:19, 20 when some from the church at Jerusalem 
went north to Phenice, Cyprus and Antioch, “preach- 
ing the Word to none but unto the Jews only,” while 
others, “when they were come to Antioch, spake unto 
the Grecians (Gentiles), preaching the Lord Jesus.” 

When Scripture distinguishes various aspects of the 
gospel, it uses a qualifying phrase which invariably 
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means “about.” For instance, the gospel of the king- 
dom means the gospel about the kingdom, never to the 
kingdom or for the kingdom. The gospel of the grace of 
God means the gospel about the grace of God. The 
gospel of peace means the good news about peace, etc. 
But the phrases, “the gospel of the circumcision” and 
“the gospel of the uncircumcision,” certainly cannot 
mean the good news about the circumcision or un- 
circumcision! They can only signify, “the gospel to or 
for the circumcision or uncircumcision.” These phrases 
then are obviously not intended to be a distinction in the 
message but a distinction in the hearers. 

As Paul writes to the Romans, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ (about Christ), for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
Whether circumcised (Jew) or uncircumcised (Gen- 
tile), the message all men need is the gospel, or good 
news about Christ! 

Let us now examine this gospel and see if it agrees 
with the gospel Christ gave to the Twelve in the Great 
Commission. 

In Luke 24:17 the content of the gospel is given us, 
“that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name among all nations.” Compare 
this with Paul’s summary of his ministry, made to the 
elders of Ephesus toward the close of his life: “Testi- 
fying both to-the Jews, and also to the Greeks (Gen- 
tiles) repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts. 20:21). Notice how specif- 
ically Paul mentions repentance and the name of the 
Lord Jesus and the fact that he proclaimed thesé to 
both Jews and Gentiles wherever he went. See also 
Acts 14:38 for a specific instance of Paul preaching re- 
mission of sins. 


SAME MISSIONARY ORDER 


The order in which this gospel was intended to go 
out to the whole world is given by the Lord Jesus in 
Acts 1:8, “. . . ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” The early chapters of 
Acts are given over to the account of how the Twelve 
and others faithfully followed this schedule. But evi- 
dently Paul knew of it too, and likewise labored in 
obedience to it; for in Acts 13:46 he says to the 
unbelieving Jews of Antioch in Pisidia: “. . . it was 
necessary that the Word of God should first have been 
spoken to you, but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles.” 

Here Paul recognizes that in its historic order the gos- 
pel was to be preached first to Jews; then if they refused 

(Continued on page 47) 









WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
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Life After Death 


The new 121-page United Church 
of Canada book, Life and Death, has 
made headlines. In fact, there has been 
nothing like it since the days of Bridey 
Murphy. Described by one of its au- 
thors as “revolutionary” and suggest- 
ing “beliefs that may seem new and 
dangerous to many people,” it has 
been published by a Committee on 
Christian Faith after five years of re- 
search into the subject of death and 
the after-life. 

Rejecting the existence of the soul 
as a separate and sacred part of a hu- 
man being, it nevertheless affirms be- 
lief in personal survival after death. 
Caution is urged in the interpretation 
of biblical language which would make 
hell a literal place of torment. It also 
hints that prayers may benefit the 
dead. The book leans strongly towards 
a universalism which would leave no 
one ultimately damned. 

A volume of this nature might or- 
dinarily have gone unnoticed. But this 
UCC book piloted a series of articles 
in the Toronto Telegram, seeking to 
interpret the whole area of death and 
the after-life. The first issue had a bold 
line above the masthead, “A Revolu- 
tionary Christian Document” followed 
by, “Life After Death: Churchmen 
Reject Everlasting Hell.” 

The book does not pretend to be a 
statement of church policy; it does ex- 
press the views of the UCC’s most re- 
spected thinkers who have been inves- 
tigating the biblical, psychological, 
philosophical and sentimental aspects 
of the question. Their conclusions, 
frequently stated in bold, though some- 
what guarded language, break sharply 
with long-established traditions. 

For instance, Heaven and Hell are 
not two specific places, but one world 
in which the soul’s level of growth de- 
termines its status. The “unquenchable 
fire’ of the New Testament record 
cannot be explained away, but it is 
equally wrong to interpret such phrases 
literally. They are symbols to suggest, 
rather than describe, realities. Remorse 
and shame “fires” are possible, but 
these would gender repentance and 
God would then receive the penitent. 
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And, of course, it is “preposterous” 
that the heathen be consigned to hell 
without an opportunity to hear the 
gospel. 

“Serious and sympathetic consider- 
ation” should be given to the view 
which holds that it is possible to pray 
for the dead. The _ transformation 
brought about by death surely cannot 
“put them beyond all need of grace 
and of our prayers,” the book suggests. 

The Telegram commissioned a re- 
search organization to interview a 
cross-section of its readers as to their 
views on some of these matters. The 
following interesting statistics were un- 
covered: 96% believe in God; 2% did 
not. However, only 29% of such be- 
lievers thought God was a real person. 
Belief in life after death brought in the 
following figures: 63% believed in an 
after-life of some sort; 22% did not. 
Interestingly, about 4% of those who 
believed in a personal God rejected an 
after-life. 

Asked about their fear of dying, 38% 
said they were afraid; 61% claimed no 
such fear. The life after death was 
variously described by those _inter- 
viewed. No worries or troubles; happi- 
ness; removal from evil; golden streets; 
no wars; reincarnation; meeting the 
Savior. Many of the replies were obvi- 
ously strongly influenced by sentiment. 

Reaction to the book thus far has 
come primarily from clergymen and 
other professionals; the book has not 
yet gotten down to the grass-roots 
where, we are sure, the outcry will be 
far stronger. But even clergy opinions 
vary, according to the Telegram. Cath- 
olics applaud the book for its near- 
“agreement with Catholic doctrine.” 
Two Anglican clergymen  com- 
mended the book’s views, though ad- 
mitting a few points might be debat- 
able. Protest came from Presbyterian 
and Baptist ministers who wondered 
“what kind of church the United 
Church” was going to become and felt 
that the book’s collaborators had 
missed the mark badly. 

This controversial book will be re- 
viewed in Eternity’s pages. Admittedly, 
it is “a revolutionary document” which 
will stir quite a bit of interest and an- 
tagonism in days to come. We may 
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well question whether or not it is “a 
study of Christian hope.” In many 
ways, it would almost appear to leave 
the reader without much hope. But, 
in many other ways, it is to be antici- 
pated that the book will drive the 
reader back to the Scriptures to re- 
evaluate these basic issues. It is cer- 
tainly true that some of our notions 
in this realm are foggy and vague. 
They need rethinking and restudy by 
every Christian. But, we have grave 
doubts that the student of Scripture 
alone—minus man’s __ theories—will 
come to some of the conclusions Life 
and Death has reached. (HHE) 


Is Kindness Out of Date? 


Chinese-American Richard C. Kao 
of Los Angeles cannot understand why 
a gesture of kindness should be so 
startling to people. Kao, on business in 
Cairo, Egypt, a little over a year ago, 
came upon a forlorn looking native 
newsboy, Abdel Rasik Hefny, 15. An 
orphan, the youth was trying to make 
enough from his paper route to keep 
himself and his younger brother alive. 
There seemed to be no future for Ab- 
del until Richard Kao came to his as- 
sistance. 

Kao, a great believer in education 
(he holds a Ph. D in economics with 
another on the way in mathematics), 
determined to see to it that the Egyp- 
tian newsboy had a chance to get a 
good education. So, he asked the boy 
to select a school and get to work at 
his studies. Abdel picked out Prot- 
estant-supported American Mission 
School for Boys. Dr. Kao, who teaches 
one night a week at U.C.L.A., is us- 
ing his income from this enterprise to 
help young Abdel, and will continue to 
provide his tuition as long as the boy 
maintains good grades and shows prog- 
ress. 

When he learned of the surprise 
many people had expressed at his hu- 
manitarian gesture, Kao was dumb- 
founded. He said: “I do not under- 
stand why anyone should question why 
someone helps someone else. If you 
are capable, you help. That’s all!” 
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There is excellent advice in these 
words for all Christians. “If you are 
capable, you help!” We would all do 
well to put such a principle into prac- 
tice in Christian outreach that might 
influence others for Christ, change 
lives, and extend the witness of the 
Christian community. (HHE) 


R. S. V. and Catholics 


Authorities in the Roman Catholic 
Church have stated that, with only a 
very few changes, the Protestant Re- 
vised Standard Version might well be- 
come the Catholic approved Bible of 
the future. Catholics have been search- 


ing for a uniform English translation 
of the Bible which would be accept- 
able to both Catholics and Protestants, 
as another step forward in the plans 
and hopes for unity. 

Writing in America, the national 
Catholic weekly, Father Walter M. Ab- 
bot, S.J., associate editor of the maga- 





THE STORY BEHIND A DIVIDED CHURCH 
Scandal in Korea © 


For years Christians have pointed 
proudly to the Church of Korea. There, 
with seemingly little encouragement, a 
church has beautifully flowered. Under 
Japanese tyranny and Communist ter- 
ror, revival flames raced across the 
land. In North Korea 300 Presbyterian 
pastors were martyred by the Reds. In 
South Korea daybreak prayer meetings 
were tolled by ubiquitous church bells, 
and thousands of devout believers re- 
sponded every morning. 


In the past six months, however, a 
serious schism has not only wracked 
the Korean church, but it has also rent 
the hearts of many who have long 
prayed for this persecuted, poverty- 
stricken church. Late in September, the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea was split. 


Never has it been more clearly dem- 
onstrated that where the Spirit is work- 
ing, the devil will attack with all his 
legions. And never has it been more 
clearly demonstrated that no church is 
“pure,” but all are an admixture of 
sinful and holy. 

For years, faithful missionaries of 
the Northern and Southern Presbyter- 
ian churches of the United States and 
of the Canadian and Australian Presby- 
terian churches had labored. The Lord 
had blessed; thousands had been added 
to the church; and the prospering young 
church became autonomous within the 
Presbyterian fellowship. At the time of 
the outbreak of the Korean war, nearly 
70% of Korean Protestants were Pres- 
byterian. 

But after the war, with the spotlight 
of world attention still upon it, the 
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Reports on the situation in Korea 
have been conflicting and events have 
transpired rapidly. Because of the com- 
plexity of the si Dr. Barnh 
has written a special report on the Korea 
church problem. Copies may be had for 
10c each or 25 for $1.00. 





Korean church fell easy prey to a few 
peripatetic American fundamentalists 
who were more interested in propagat- 
ing their party spirit than in building 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Gradually, 
they gained a following. Splinters were 
chipped from the main block of Korean 
Presbyterianism, which remained as 
theologically conservative as ever. 

The current tragic scandal in Korea 
is a sad story. At its core is no theo- 
logical issue, no doctrinal matter of 
crucial import, but rather unethical, 
perhaps criminal conduct on the part 
of a few Korean leaders. It did not in- 
volve the great mass of Korean be- 
lievers. 

Woven into the tragic plot are grossly 
mismanaged, perhaps wilfully stolen, 
seminary funds, church funds and or- 
phanage funds, political maneuvering 
that rivals the wrangling of American 
Big City bosses, stuffing the ballotbox, 
black marketeering, lying, cheating, 
bribery, and other forms of corruption. 
It is sad, but true. 

The culprits were members of the 
Korean National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, which provided them with a 
convenient cloak for their anti-ecumen- 
ical activities. More recently most of the 
encouragement for these men has come 
from members of the American Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches. 


During this past year, the Presbyterian 
N.A.E. faction has militantly propa- 
gandized their position. Although their 
primary purpose seems to have been to 


cover up their past misdeeds, they 
clothed themselves with a cloak of doc- 
trinal self-righteousness. Many is the 
scandal in church history that has been 
sugar-coated with a thin layer of doc- 
trinal purity. And so it was in Korea. 


In order to enlist popular support of 
their position, they denounced the 
World Council of Churches, to which 
the Korean Church had belonged; they 
denounced the recently merged United 
Presbyterian Church of the U.S., which 
had faithfully supported Korean insti- 
tutions and cooperating missionaries 
for years. The charges were Commu- 
nism, naturally a hot issue in a land 
whose northern boundary is the 38th 
parallel, and liberalism, another sore 
spot for people who have been nur- 
tured by consistently conservative mis- 
sionaries and pastors. 


N.A.E. leaders would find few that 
would espouse their criminality, but in 
Korea it was not too hard to find sup- 
porters for a party whose platform was 
anti-Communism and _§anti-liberalism. 
And when charges were directed against 
the N.A.E. bosses, they could easily 
shout that they were being made mar- 
tyrs. And martyrs are much more popu- 
lar than thieves. 


Late last September 272 commis- 
sioners gathered for the 1959 General 
Assembly in Taejon. After three days 
of confusion and bickering which fre- 
quently erupted into pandemonium, the 
N.A.E. delegates, losing the battle. 
walked out. About 150 remained. 

After the meeting, the N.A.E. fac- 
tion stormed back and forth across 
South Korea, enlisting support of poor, 
misinformed Koreans. They were told 
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KOREA SCANDAL (Cont'd) 


that the American United Presbyterian 
Church was in favor of Communism, 
that it wanted the 38th parallel abol- 
ished and the Communists permitted to 
enter South Korea. They were told that 
the Presbyterian Church which had sup- 
ported Korean for years had now 
united with the United Presbyterian 
Church and had even taken the name 
of this “modernistic church.” The fact 
that the former U.P. Church was more 
conservative than the Northern Presby- 
terian Church made no difference in 
Korea. 

At this critical point, an S.O.S. was 
sent to separatist leaders of the United 
States “to compass land and sea” and 
they responded readily. After returning 
from their Korean mission, these sepa- 
ratistic leaders have been attempting to 
raise funds for the N.A.E. group. 

In the fund-raising appeals have come 
the charges that the Presbyterian 
Church has abandoned the Korean 
church with its hospitals, schools and 
orphanages. Such charges are false. 

In this dismal picture, however, there 
are rays of hope. The Presbyterian 
Women’s organization has remained 
united. Recently, one Korean woman 
wrote, “The women of our church had 
no heart for this fighting and could not 
understand the meaning of the split. 
After much prayer and tears they de- 
cided not to involve themselves with 
either side in this division. Rather they 
have dedicated themselves to prayer 
for revival and unity within the church. 
They also decided to continue the reg- 
ular program of the Women’s Organ- 
ization without dividing. 

“We are keenly aware that this divi- 
sion is Satan’s work. The Korean Church 
is just now becoming more keenly 
aware of its missionary task to the 
world. Therefore, Satan’s tactics are to 
tear the Church asunder so she cannot 
bear the powerful witness she ought to 
bear. But Satan is a conquered enemy. 
We can still overcome by prayer, re- 
pentance and revival. . . . Thousands of 
women have pledged to pray three times 
a day for the unity of our church... . 
The shame of this split is that it was not 
caused by deep theological conviction, 
but by a few corrupted and unscrup- 
ulous church leaders seeking for more 
power. It is not that people are for or 
against the ecumenical movement or 
the N.A.E. as you know them in the 
U.S. The people do not even know 
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what the ecumenical movement is or 
what the N.A.E. stands for. These 
words are just propaganda slogans.” 

Billy Graham himself, deeply trou- 
bled by the Korean dissension, wrote 
an open letter to the Korean Church. 
In it he said, “Think well and pray 
long, my beloved brethren, before you 
make the heart-rending decision to 
divide. Many of you have probably al- 
ready rationalized that the issues are 
deep, when down in your hearts you 
know that it is pride, false information 
about brethren, and in some instances 
downright jealousy.” Graham also 
charged, “In addition, there have been 
those from the outside who have come 
in as ravening wolves to stir you up and 
to turn friend against friend and 
brother against brother.” 

Presbyterian missionaries had _ sub- 
mitted a peace plan to both groups in 
an effort to bring the two groups to- 
gether again. But late in November the 
dissident party held its own General 
Assembly and rejected the plan. 

Today there is a dark blot on the 
story of the Korean church. And those 
who have prayed for it through Japa- 
nese tyranny and Communist terror 
must continue to pray in days of divi- 
sive turmoil. 


RSV, CATHOLICS 
(Continued from preceding page) 


zine, stated that he felt the publication 
of such a Protestant-Catholic Bible 
was a real possibility. Such a transla- 
tion would “easily put an end to differ- 
ent numberings of the Commandments, 
different numberings of the Psalms and 
different spellings of biblical names.” 

A few years ago, the late Cardinal 
Bernard Griffin of Westminster, Eng- 
land, sponsored a project in which a 
group of British Catholic scholars 
were to publish a commentary based 
on the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible. However, before the pro- 
gram got underway, Cardinal Griffin 
died. 

The very thought that the Revised 
Standard Version could become ac- 
ceptable to Catholics will probably add 
a bit more fuel to the the fire for those 
whose minds are already closed against 
the RSV. But we think that honest 
scholarship, as devoid as _ possible 
of denominational and pre-conceived 
prejudices, is bound to come to a trans- 


lation acceptable to serious minded 
biblical students everywhere. After all, 
the Bible says essentially only one 
thing; it is the introduction of our in- 
terpretations that largely account for 
the differences in translation. (HHE) 


Persecution Continues 


In Rumania arrests of Jews are con- 
tinuing and trials are being staged, on 
charges of espionage and treason, of 
those who have shown a desire to emi- 
grate to Israel. The motive appears to 
be to frighten the Jews into stifling 
their emotional link with Israel. 

In 1950 and 1951, when emigration 
of Jews was allowed, 120,000 left 
Rumania, but at the same time Zionist 
leaders were arrested, tried and sen- 
tenced to various terms. Altogether 
about 200 were involved. Some of 
these people are now being re-arrested 
and¢tried for the “offences,” for which 
they have already served sentences. 

Towards the end of last year, when 
Rumanian government suddenly and 
without explanation § re-opened its 
doors to allow for the departure of 
Jews to ‘Israel, it was disconcerted by 
the large number who registered to go, 
as well as by the strength of Arab op- 
position. After a few months the Gov- 
ernment stopped the emigration, but 
the Jews remained restless. 

The London Times reports that in 
one case a man was sentenced to nine 
years’ imprisonment because he told a 
group of friends that he saw no fu- 


ture for his children in Rumania, and’ 


had applied to go to Israel. The four 
friends, to whom he told this, were all 
sentenced to terms of from four to six 
years, all by a military court. (DGB) 


God with a Guitar 


Painted across the door of a German 
cathedral in large white letters were 
these words: “Elvis Presley—My 
God.” 

The story mirrors only too clearly 
the materialistic Polytheism so preva- 
lent in our day. In this instance the 
writer of the accolade to Presley was 
honest enough to name his god for all 
to see. One could wish that those who 
worship at the altars of money, power, 
lust, and status-seeking would be as 
honest in their obeisance. Seldom do 
people clearly identify their idols; 
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rather they cloke them in the garb of 
religious respectability. Some would 
be shocked to see over their homes 
or businesses the name of their God; 
but then idolatry is known, for nothing 
is hidden from the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. 

The “god with a guitar” will fade 
from the memory of man, as is the 
case with all man-made deities of ages 
past. But “Jesus Christ remains the 
same, yesterday today and forever.” 
(WRM) 


Meaning? Pronunciation? 


Recent ads of the World Publishing 
Company, publishers of the Webster 
New World Dictionary, headline a 
little-known word and ask three ques- 
tions: What does it mean? How is it 
pronounced? What is its origin? Then, 
of course, comes the pitch—consult 
the dictionary. 

Among some of these unfamiliar 
words have been the following: 
Megrim, De’gage’, Hubris, Recondite, 
Lacuna, Eschatology. The average 
American reader would be hard-put to 
define any of these terms. But, how 
many words do we consistently use in 
Christian circles which mean very lit- 
tle to even the average Christian to say 


nothing of the unchurched person. 
How often do we speak of “salvation” 
or use the words “born again”? Or 
what about “justification,” “faith,” “be- 
lieve,” “Word of God” and similar ex- 
pressions which form so large a part 
of our Christian vocabulary. Do we 
understand what we're talking about? 
Do we “communicate” adequately? Do 
others know what we mean by these 
common Christian terms? 

Perhaps we Christians would benefit 
from the “pitch” here—consult the 
dictionary! The Bible dictionary! Pe- 
riodically, all of us can stand a re- 
fresher course in the terminology of 
our Christian faith. (HHE) 


‘Brimstone’ Cities in Dead Sea 


Jordan officials report evidence of 
ruins 40 feet below the Dead Sea 
which they believe to be the bibli- 
cal brimstone cities of infamy, So- 
dom and Gomorrah. Airplane pilots 
first spotted the ruins at the south 
end of the sea of the Lisan Penin- 
sula. Skin divers have been assigned 
to photograph the ruins. “If the site 
is confirmed as Gomorrah,” Jordanian 
Officials say, “the area will be dam- 
med off and drained for excavation.” 
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YOUR 1960 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


CAN BE Refreshingly Different 





Guidebook tells 
you all about the 
timely ‘‘Signal- 
ing for Christ” course with the 
modern communications theme 
that teaches pupils to be signal- 
men for Him, and the new 3-in- 
1 VBS filmstrip and recording 
with authentic outerspace sig- 
nals to give new impact to your 
program. 
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get this FREE idea-packed Guidebook and see! 
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the 36-page VBS Guidebook. 
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HOW TO SPEAK AND WRITE 
LIKE A COLLEGE GRADUATE 


have helped thousands of men and women who have not 

had college training in English to become effective speakers, 
writers, and conversationalists. With my new C. I. METHOD, 
you can stop making mistakes, build up your vocabulary, 
speed up your reading, develop writing skill, learn the “secrets” 
of conversation. You don't have to go back to school. Takes 
only 15 minutes a day at home. Costs little. 32-page booklet 
mailed FREE upon request. Send me a card or letter TODAY! 


Don Bolander, Career Institute 
Dept. E-522, 30 E. Adams St., Chicago 3, Illinois 
Please mail me your FREE 32-pege booklet on English. 


Name. 














This command of the Risen Christ is 
being carried out through the media of 
about 50 radio stations from coast to 
coast and several foreign stations. Heard 
in State of Israel. 
Many write for the Prophecy Edition 
New Testament. These are followed up 
by mail and personal calls whenever pos- 
sible. Classes are held where Jewish 
people gather in homes. Some are find- 
ing Christ as Saviour-Messiah. We 
covet your prayerful support. 
Send for free copy of ovr maga- 
zine, MESSAGE TO ISRAEL. 


Coulson Shepherd, 


Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


edi. 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
BOX 682, G.P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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MISSION SURVEY 
(Continued from page 10) 


United States, to be missionaries, but 
that on the field they announce them- 
selves as linguists, with a preferred 
status given them by the local govern- 
ments, and that they are therefore 
working under false pretenses. True, 
Wycliffe claims to be a mission, and it 
is a government-sponsored organiza- 
tion; for example, it has offices in Lima 
in the Peruvian national ministry of 
education. It imports all its groceries, 
cars, planes, etc., into the country 
without customs taxes, while other mis- 
sions pay high rates on anything that 
is imported. But there is no deception. 

I have in my possession copies of 
speeches made in the national legisla- 
ture speaking of the fine work that is 
done by these pioneer workers in the 
Indian tribes, and saying in flat terms 
that these are “Christian missionaries.” 
Feature articles in all the leading news- 
papers have described them as mission- 
aries, and as evangelicals and as Prot- 
estants. 

When Dayuma the Auca Indian was 
flown to the United States to appear 
with Rachel Saint on “This Is Your 
Life,” she had reams of publicity in the 
Spanish newspapers, Catholic and 
Liberal alike, and it was everywhere 
acknowledged that she had been taken 
to the United States by the Protestant 
missionaries. 


At least one faith mission has 
charged the Wycliffe missionaries with 
being proud and arrogant and thinking 
that they are a cut above “ordinary” 
missions. But this charge certainly does 
not apply to the vast majority of them. 
Only someone who has lived among 
them could answer this fully. Human 
pride is not a matter of any organiza- 
tion and there are undoubtedly proud 
people in every organization, including 
Wycliffe. 

In order to help correct what I 
think is a major fault, I will say that I 
have met some Wycliffe missionaries 
who have the idea that Christ can’t 
come again until every tribe has been 
reached. This teaching is not true; it 
leads to the idea that God would rather 
have ten people saved from ten differ- 
ent tribes than He would have 500 
saved from one tribe. Since there are 
“two thousand tongues to go*”, it 
would be impossible for the Second 
Coming to occur for a number of 
years. This is palpably false. The 
“every tongue and tribe and nation” 
will be reached not now, but during 


*This is also the title of a new book de- 
scribing the Wycliffe work. It is written by 
Ethel Wallis and Mary Bennett and pub- 
lished by Harper. 


the great tribulation, and the 144,000 
missionaries who go out to reach them 
will not have to stop for training in 
linguistics. 

In spite of this, we are all for reach- 
ing as many tribes as possible, as as 
soon as possible. This erroneous idea, 
held in some high places in Wycliffe, 
is now causing the sending to the field 
of some people who are very inade- 
quate for the work of translation. One 
of the top two or three linguists of the 
world told me that among the very fine 
linguists of Wycliffe there were many 
who were completely beneath the task 
that faced them. They might, he said, 
be capable of learning a language and 
translating a running narrative like the 
Gospel of Mark, but they cannot touch 
the Pauline epistles, which sometimes 
they cannot even understand in Eng- 
lish, let alone in Greek or in an Indian 
tongue. 

Let it be said immediately that I 
think so much of the work that 
Wycliffe is doing that I am going to 
devote a major article to a description 
of their base at Yarinacocha, Peru, and 
the actual mechanics of getting an 
Indian language reduced to writing. It 
is one of the most fascinating mis- 
sionary stories of the world today. 


I was asked to publicize the charge 
that ‘Wycliffe compromised with the 
Roman Church, that it spent Christian 
money on flying Roman priests and 
government officials, that its mission- 
aries never held meetings to win souls, 
that it translated from a Roman 
Catholic translation of the Bible in 
Spanish, and that some of the “faith” 
missionaries had gone into _ tribes 
where Wycliffe translators had been 
working for a year or two, or five, and 
had won souls right away while the 
Wycliffe translators had been too busy 
reducing the language to writing and 
translating the Bible. 

All of this adds up, in my mind, to 
a compound of ignorance, jealousy 
and misdirected zeal. I was given a 
copy of the official contract between 
the Peruvian Government and _ the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics. It was 
signed by the Cabinet member in 
charge of education. It gave Wycliffe 
carte blanche to work in the Indian 
tribes. It recognized that they were 
going to translate the Bible and it 
specified that the translation should 
have nothing contrary to a certain 
modern Spanish Roman Catholic tran- 
slation. But I find that there was no 
spiritual compromise in this. I read 
Spanish and looked carefully at many 
key passages. In some cases they were 
clearer than our own King James trans- 


lation. And surely the Wycliffe mis- ~ 
sionaries are not going to perpetuate © 
any heresy in their Indian versions. ~ 


They have full latitude. 
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What a Psychologist Thinks 
About Sunday School 


By Clyde M. Narramore, Ed.D. 


The New England air was cool and crisp 
as we arrived in a tidy little New Hampshire 
town one Sunday morning. The friendly 
roadside was highlighted with picturesque 
clumps of white birch trees.-As we ap- 
proached the white-steepled, colonial 
church, several teen-agers crossed the street, 
joining others on their way to Sunday 
School. 

In Houston, prosperous looking business- 
men kept driving up in their long, sleek cars 
to the magnificent new church. With Bibles 


and quarterlies in hand, these godly men- 


and their families quietly but quickly went 
to their respective Sunday School classes. 

In San Francisco’s Chinatown, a Chinese 
couple walked swiftly along, on their way 
to a nearby church, with a backdrop of bril- 
liant red oriental shops. Trailing them were 
their two freshly scrubbed little children 
happily singing, “Jesus loves me, this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so..° 

New Hampshire, Texas and California. In 
all three areas, I saw these happy people had 
one thing in common—they were all on 
their way to Sunday School! But what do 
they learn? Will it change their lives? 

Intelligent, well-meaning parents often 
ask, “What do you think about indoctrinat- 
ing children in religious matters? Don’t you 
think it’s best to let them grow up and make 
their own choices? Do you think it’s harm- 
ful to frighten boys and girls with those 
Bible stories about hell? Won’t teaching 
young people that they’re sinners give them 
a guilt complex?” 

These and many other questions are being 
honestly asked by today’s modern parents. 
To seasoned Christians such inquiries may 
seem almost foolish. But to millions of non- 
Christians, they are important questions 
that deserve sincere, honest answers. 

To ask a psychologist his beliefs about 
Sunday School is like asking any other man 
what he thinks about something with which 
he has had first-hand experience and from 
which he has received untold benefit. His 
testimony is, “I think it is wonderful—it did 
so.much for me?’ 

This is precisely how I feel. The Sunday 
School is indeed near to my heart. My par- 
ents were pioneers, having traveled across 
the country, then settling down on a large 
western ranch when Arizona was still a 
territory. The youngest in a large family, I 
was raised on Indian stories, tales of the 
town of Tombstone and exciting accounts of 
cattle rustling. “Did they really have camels 
here?” I would ask. “Yes,” my mother re- 
plied, “they brought them in from Egypt, 
and used them to cross the deserts.’ 
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But as exciting as these stories were, my 
Sunday School teacher told me things that 
were far more interesting. She told me about 
Jesus ! 

Our little church had only a handful of 
people, but its consecrated, faithful pastor 
always maintained a strong active Sunday 
School. And it was there that I learned about 
God. Through the years a succession of 
intelligent, Gospel preachers ministered to 
our spiritual needs. They undoubtedly 
brought wonderful messages, yet for some 
reason, I cannot remember what they said. 

But Sunday School was different. By the 
time I was five years of age I knew that I 
was a sinner and that Christ could save. With 
each lesson and every Scripture tucked 
away in my heart, I moved closer to the day 
when I would surrender my life to Him. One 
day it came! It happened at home on the 
ranch. 

The next. Sunday I made public profes- 
sion of my faith in Christ. Our wonderful 
pastor put his arm around me, and in the 
presence of the congregation asked me if I 
wanted to be saved. My heart burst in 
affirmation as my head nodded, “yes” 

When I left the church that day, my Sun- 
day School teacher told me how happy she 
was. Her work had resulted in the world’s 
greatest single contribution: the salvation 
of an immortal soul! 

Through the years God has graciously led 
and directed me. He has kept me from a life 
of sin and heartache. In an age of untold 
turbulence He has led me in pastures green 
beside His still waters. Now as I look back, 
I realize why Sunday School is so important: 

The Sunday School places special empha- 
sis on salvation. The door is opened to 
discuss and explain God’s great plan of sal- 
vation. A born-again experience is man’s 
greatest possession—a new life through 
Christ. And it is a necessity. Jesus Christ 
says, “... Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

The Sunday School is an educational in- 
stitution. Challenge and inspiration are not 
enough; people need to be taught. These 
are days of learning. Our schools and col- 
leges are overflowing. Nearly everyone is 
feverishly bent on gaining knowledge. Even 
the highly educated are avidly learning more. 

The Sunday School teaches the Word of 
God. Amidst all there is to know, nothing 
is as important or as satisfying as a knowl- 
edge of the Bible. This is the cornerstone, 
the heart of the Sunday School curriculum. 
Life is filled with subtle influences, trap 
doors and dead-end streets. But the adult 
or child who is taught the Bible in Sunday 
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School not only learns the way; he is pre- 
vented from taking detours. He studies that’ 
he might show himself approved unto God 

.- Tightly dividing the word of truth (II 
Timothy 2:15). 

The Sunday School is geared to individual 
needs. At each stage in life, human beings 
are characteristically interested in certain 
things. Knowing this, Sunday School teach- 
ers should use methods and materials which 
are particularly appropriate for the age level 
and spiritual needs of their own particular 
class. Available today are Sunday School 
Bible lessons that are beautifully iHustrated 
and carefully prepared for the educational 
level of individual ages. Brilliant, dedicated 
men and women have worked to incorpo- 
rate the finest psychological and curricular 
thinking in these materials. 

The Sunday School offers a personal 
touch. People of all ages respond to infor- 
mality. It puts them at ease. Because of a ° 
cordial, warm atmosphere, people can learn 
much better and more quickly than else- 
where. 

“Is someone having a birthday? All right, 
let’s sing happy birthday to Bill?’ “A ques- 
tion? Fine; let’s have it?’ “A prayer request? 
Thank you. I’m glad you've brought this to 
our attention?’ 

And so it goes, a world of informality 
which reaches the mind and heart—the best 
environment in which to learn about the 
Lord. 

The Sunday School meets many social 
needs. When God created people, He made 
them social beings. Everyone likes fellow- 
ship, and the Sunday School class is a 
natural setting for it. A great part of the 
world’s social life is not calculated to meet 
the needs of believers. Much of it consists 
of worldly amusement in which consecrated 
Christians want no part. Yet they need 
social activity. Because of the homogeneity 
and the size of the Sunday School class, it is 
a desirable unit for sponsoring wholesome 
recreational activities, parties, picnics, out- 
ings, and other Christ-centered social func- 
tions. 

These, then are some of the strengths of 
the Sunday School. It places a special em- 
phasis on salvation. It has a strong educa- 
tional ministry. It teaches the Word of God. 
It is geared to individual needs, offering a 
personal touch. It also meets many of man’s 
social needs. 

Indeed, I shall never be able to repay the 
dedicated pastors and Sunday School teach- 
ers for what they have done for me. 

What about your Sunday School? Are you 
making the most of this powerful ministry 
for God? Its spiritual impact can not be 
overemphasized. If you would like informa- 
tion about excellent Christ-centered mate- 
rial, I suggest you secure it today. 
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“why should I listen to 
The Bible Study Hour?” 


the Christian 

who truly knows Christ 
is the one who best 
shows Him to the world. 


The only way to know Him is 
through the faithful, Spirit-led study 
of His Word. Use the verse-by- 
verse studies on The Bible Study Hour 
to help you know Him. 

As your knowledge grows and your 
commitment deepens, your witness 

for Him will daily increase in 


effectiveness. 


bear Donald Grey Barnbouse 

and The BIBLE STUDY HOUR 

sundays on the National Broadcasting Company 
radio network and other stations. 


see your newspaper for time and station. 





Now about airplanes. Wycliffe gets 
its airplanes in the country free of 
duty. It saves as much as $5,000 on a 
single plane. It is a small matter of 
courtesy to fly a few officials on govern- 
ment business into hard places, where 
they may spend the night with mis- 
sionaries, listen to them ask the bless- 
ing at table, sit with them through 
family worship, and talk with them 
about the spiritual transformation that 
is coming in the lives of many of the 
Indians. 

And as for the priests, yes, Wycliffe 
is on civil terms with them. I had in 
my hands a letter from the office of a 
Roman Catholic bishop, asking Wy- 
cliffe, very kindly, to help them fly out 
a priest who needed an operation~and 
who could not move the 15 days by 
canoe, but could fly the four hours by 
plane. Of course the Wycliffe plane 
ew him out. If they had refused I 
would have asked them how they tran- 
slated the words of Christ, “If thine 
enemy hunger, feed him...” 

Of course, the major criticism comes 
when Wycliffe transports a priest who 
is not ill. But even this practical Chris- 
tianity is not wasted on the Indians. 
In one tribe a Roman priest from Spain 
told the Indians that the Protestants 
were very bad people. The Indians all 
begam to attend the Protestant services. 
They said, “The priest says they are 
bad, but when the priest needs some- 
thing, they fly it in for him. They are 
kind to him as they are kind to us. 
They are a kind people.” 

I know that Wycliffe does mission 
work among the Indians. I flew several 
hundred miles to a tributary of the 
Amazon and came down on the water 
near a jungle village. The translator, a 
man of God, got out of the plane and 
ting their arms around him, crying 
welcome, and accepting us for his sake. 
The leading man of the village was a 
schoolteacher, and also a saved man, 
doing the preaching in the village. The 
school might be called a bamboo shack, 
and the Peruvian flag floated above it. 
Inside there was indeed a picture of 
Santa Rosa, the patron saint of Lima, 
but this must be in a Peruvian school 
building by Peruvian law. Our guide, 
the Translator, pointed out most care- 
fully that the church service was«not 
held in the school building, but that a 
separate building had been built for the 
church services. 

And there were already a dozen or 
more baptized believers in that tribe 
and there will be more. And I believe 
that where the zealous “faith” mis- 
sionary went in and got “decisions” 
that he thought the Wycliffe Trans- 
lator had missed, he was either getting 
a quick yield from shallow ground, or 
was harvesting what the Wycliffe man 
had planted in good ground. 

Of course there is the possibility 
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that the charge was leveled against a 
misfit, and that the charge is true, but 
has there been a mission that has not 
had misfits? Time has a way of taking 
care of these. And I think Wycliffe will 
have less misfits if they tighten their 
standards and do not allow people with 
no more than a high school diploma 
and a couple of years in some Bible 
school to go out as translators. Yes, 
they may go out as radio operators, 
pilots, maintenance men, etc., but not 
as translators. 

Missionary life in Spanish America 
is not too unlike life in the United 
States among people who are in “full- 
time” work. In one place in Spanish 
America I met all the missionaries on a 
certain station, but one would not come 
into the house and talk with us because, 
he said, “Dr. Barnhouse is a moder- 
nist.” I was modern enough to have 
come in an airplane, but still thor- 
oughly committed to the fundamentals. 
In another town two sisters came to 
the meeting at which I preached and 
furiously took notes which were sent to 
a separatist leader in the U.S.A. to 
give him news of what I was doing and 
saying. Isn’t it wonderful that we can 
leave all these things in the hands of 
the Lord! 

There are some final remarks that I 
believe are of the utmost importance. 
I went to South America with the 
thought of helping to start a magazine 
in Portuguese for Brazil, and in 
Spanish, somewhere, for Spanish 
America. I had not traveled very far in 
the Spanish-speaking countries before 
I was fully convinced that such an idea 
is absolutely impossible. In fact it is 
as absurd to think of one magazine for 
the Spanish American countries as it 
would be to think of one magazine for 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, England, and the United 
States! 

There will have to be the strengthen- 
ing of the small magazines that al- 
ready exist, and an attempt made to 
unite the four or five poor sheets that 
exist in the Argentine, to strengthen 
the magazines that exist in Bolivia and 
Chile, and to see new magazines 
started in each of the other countries. 
Mexicans are not going to read a 
Christian magazine published in Chile 
any more than Canadians are going to 
read a magazine published in Australia. 
The task is a great one. 

I know that this article is going to be 
read by some Christian people who 
have considerable means, and who give 
prayerfully to many Christian causes. 
If any of these would write me, I would 
be glad to counsel them in every way 
possible as to where their gifts can 
bring in the greatest spiritual divi- 
dends, as I see it. There are some 
magnificent opportunities in almost 
every type of Christian work. 
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Bach Cantata Arias. Dietrich Fischer- 
Dieskau with the choir of St. Hedwig’s 
Cathedral, Berlin, and the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, Karl Forster, con- 
ductor. Angel 35698. 

Recitative and Aria from Cantata No. 73, 
Herr, wie du willt, so schicks mit mir. Aria 
from Cantata No. 8, Liebster Gott, wann werd’ 
ich sterben? Cantata No. 158, Der Friede sei 
mit dir (Complete). Side two: Aria and Chorale 
from Cantata No. 13, Meine Seufzer, meine 
Tranen; Aria and Chorale from Cantata No. 
157, Ich lasse dich nicht, du segnest mich denn; 
Aria and Chorale from Cantata No. 159, Sehbet 
gir geh’n hinauf gen Jerusalem. 

Not often does a recording deserve 
the adjective “great,” but this remark- 
able disc unquestionably does. Fischer- 
Dieskau is a young bass-baritone known 
to many record collectors for his splen- 
did recordings of lieder and opera. Here 
he turns to the church music of Bach 
with results which are entirely success- 
ful. 

His beautiful voice is used with im- 
peccable taste and musicianship. His 
excellent phrasing, remarkable breath 
control, clear diction, and graceful style 
are all subordinated and coordinated in 
the projection of the textual and musi- 
cal message. 

And what music this is to project! 
This is Bach tender, gay, deeply mov- 
ing, and even profound, as in the last 
aria on side two. Listen to the modern 
chromaticism in the excerpt from Can- 
tata No. 13; how daring it must have 
sounded: to Bach’s contemporaries. Or 
try the aria from Cantata 157 for sheer 
delight. Schweitzer refers to this music 
as a “heavenly roundelay.” 

The instrumental and choral work are 
excellent. You will enjoy the soprano 
chorale used as obligato to one of the 
arias. This is a frequent technical de- 
vice of Bach’s, and always effective. 
And the instrumental soloists, flute, 
oboe, and violin, are in every respect 
worthy of their vocal partner—high 
praise indeed. 

This music and the performance of 
it are sheer delight from beginning to 
end. Don’t miss this one! 


Kathryn Kuhlman Concert Choir under 
the direction of Arthur Metcalfe with 
Mary Martha Briney, soprano, Galen 
Rich, baritone, and William Carver, 
tenor. Organist: Johnny Mitchell. Pian- 
ist: Russell Merritt. RCA Victor LPM- 
1901. $4.98. 

The Battle Hymn of the Republic; Holy, Holy, 
Holy; Do Lord; “The Seven Last Words of 
Christ”: The Third Word (Dubois) ; “The Seven 
Last Words of Christ”: The Fifth Word (Du- 
bois). Side Two: Praise Ye the Lord; Inflamma- 
tus from “Stabat Mater” (Rossini); Set Down 
Servant; Seek the Lord, O My Soul; Hallelujah 
Chorus from “Messiah” (Handel). 

This is an interesting record, includ- 
ing as it does such a wide variety of 
music. The chorus sings quite well, 
though it sounds much better in soft 
passages than in loud. In the latter a 
sense of strain and hardness infiltrates 
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Reviewer Robert Elmore 


the tone. The soloists are very fine. Per- 
haps the soprano sounds a bit frantic in 
the Rossini, but then, most of them do. 


The Voices of Scotland. Scottish Fes- 
tivals of Male Voice Praise. Conducted 
by James McRoberts. Christian Faith 
Recordings. Z-6011. 

Tis Marvelous and Wonderful; I Gave My Life; 
In the Shadow of His Wings; It Is Well with 
My Soul; One Day I Shall See Him; Eternal 
Father, Strong To Save. Side Two: All That 
Thrills My Soul Is Jesus; O Love That Wilt Not 
Let Me Go; We'll All Be There; Why Was He 
There?; O Happy Day; Fierce Raged the Tem- 
pest. 

A massed male voice chorus of 200 
voices is heard in some of the hymns. 
The record notes do not tell who sings 
the other hymns, presumably a smaller 
group. 

The music here is done quite simply, 
with good tone, excellént diction, and 
not much variety of expression. 


Earle Anderson, baritone, with Rudy 
Atwood and string quartet, directed by 
Ralph Carmichael. Christian Faith Re- 
cordings. EA—4075. $3.98. 

Amazed; Flee as a Bird; When He Shall Come; 
Under His Wings; The Lord Is My Shepherd. 
Side two: O Lord Most Holy; The Penitent; 
Picture Divine; There Is No Death; A Name 
I Highly Treasure. 

These hymns and songs are pleasingly 
sung by Mr. Anderson, whose baritone 
voice is, for the most part, well em- 
ployed. His wife’s fine soprano voice is 
also heard to advantage. The accom- 
paniments, under the direction of Ralph 
Carmichael, are exceedingly well done. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


Kurt Kaiser, piano. Word 3093—LP. 
$3.98. 
Even Me; Then Jesus Came; He Hideth My 
Soul; This Is My Father’s World; His Eye Is 
on the Sparrow. Side two: Bring Them In; 
Jesus Paid It All; Swing Low, Sweet Chariot; 
Wayfaring Stranger; I Lay My Sins on Jesus. 
I have never particularly cared for 
hymns played as piano solos, but after 
listening to Kurt Kaiser I have had to 
revise that opinion, at least in part. 
I still feel that the broad, sustained 
lines of a fine hymn-tune are best served 
by the voice, or by instruments on which 
a perfect legato can be obtained. But if 
they are to be played on a piano at all, 
then Mr. Kaiser is the one to do it. 
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He solves the problem by judicious 
change of register, by artfully enlarg- 
ing and changing harmonies, by chang- 
ing keys here and there, and by a 
certain amount of improvisatory em- 
broidery. Everything he does bespeaks 
good musicianship, a sense of the text 
of each hymn, and general good taste. 


The Concert Organ Speaks . . . Bert 
Jones plays the Giant Wurlitzer Pipe 
Organ. Zondervan LP-548. $3.85. 


Stand Up for Jesus; He Cares; Work for the 
Night Is Coming; The Ninety and Nine; Lord, 
I Adore Thee; The Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public. Side two: Guide Me, O Thou Great 
Jehovah; Sound the Battle Cry and The Fight 
Is On; O Happy Day; Out from His Wounded 
Side; There’s Within My Heart a Melody and 
He Keeps Me Singing; All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name. 


Some months ago I heartily approved 
an album of Hammond organ solos 
played by Bert Jones, principally be- 
cause I was so amazed by his handling 
of the Hammond. In this one, Jones has 
more to work with, and again I find his 
playing colorful, inventive, and very 
pleasant to hear. This is frankly theatri- 
cal playing, on a theater-type organ. As 
such, it is entirely captivating. 

I would like to object to the album’s 
title, however. In organist’s terminol- 
ogy this is not a “concert organ” at all, 
but a theater organ of the type used in 
the days of the silent movies. This is 
not to condemn the instrument but 
rather to identify it. 


There is a great revival of interest in 
theater-type organs today, and if the in- 
strument used were correctly identified 
the album might enjoy an even greater 
sale. Furthermore, the instrument is not 
a “giant.” It is good sized for an organ 
of its type, but many churches possess 
much larger instruments today. 


These objections are minor ones, 
however. The main point is that these 
popular hymn-tunes are played in a 
bright, colorful style, and, if you care 
for this sort of thing, you will hardly 
ever find it better done than right here. 


DICTION 


Yesterday’s Voices, narrated by Paul 
Harvey. Word 3076-LP, $3.98. 

The actual voices of Dwight L. Moody, Ira 
Sankey, Billy Sunday, W. B. Riley, George W. 
Truett, Harry Ironsides, Gipsy Smith, Charles 
M. Alexander. Side two: Mel Trotter, J. Wilbur 
Chapman, General William Booth, Homer Rode- 
beaver, John Brown, Peter Marshall. 

A glance at the impressive list of 
names will undoubtedly recommend this 
recording to many. To hear the voices 
of these men whom God has used in the 
past is indeed an experience to be treas- 
ured and one is grateful to Word for 
assembling them in this way. Sankey, 
Gipsy Smith, Charles Alexander, and 
Rodeheaver are heard singing, and the 
others speaking. To those who have 
known and heard some of these men 
the record will bring back happy mem- 
ories. To those who have not, it is a 
revealing glimpse of some of the giants 
of recent and not-so-recent memory. 
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INVASION 


@ It's startling but true— 
there are more pagans in 
France than in the Bel- 
gian Congo; there are 
more pagans in Germany 
than in Ghana, Nigeria 
and Liberia combined. 


® Now the PTL has been called of God to begin a large scale 
evangelization and Scripture distribution campaign in France, 


Germany and Holland. Millions 


of Gospels of John, many thou- 


sands of New Testaments, will be needed for this effort. Multi- 
tudes in Europe have never held a Bible in their hands. Yet 
these are countries from which our own heritage springs. It is 


our turn now to help them. 


® Meanwhile the work in Africa must go on. Pray and give that 
the witness may go forward simultaneously in Europe and Africa. 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, N. J. 











MIMEOGRAPH STENCILS 


Our Church Bulletin Stencils are_cut into 
halves—will fit any typewriter. Type the 
two halves separately—glue them together 
and run on your mi h h 


F. K. BAINCH COMPANY 
Ingleside, Illinois 
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FLORIDA One of the best lots in Florida, 
75 x 393 feet. Rich garden soil, high eleva- 
tion, on smooth macadam. Only $1,850. Small 
Travel trailer $850. 
Dr. J. E. McKee 
9204—66th St. N., Pinellas Park, Fla. 

















BEST CHURCH HY MNAL!” 


spiring 
YONS: 


OVER 300,000 IN PRINT? 
¢Better Paper and Binding 
¢Better Printing and Workmanship 
¢Not Just Another Hymnbook! 
Rather, INSPIRING HYMNS is a careful come 


b__pilation of 527 favorite hymns and Gospel songs. 
Truly a treasury of the best loved hymns and Gospel songs of the church} 


LEADERS ARE SAYING: 


“Best hymnbook today—an epochal 
volume.” 

DR. WILBUR M. SMITH 

well-known Bible teacher 


“I have now seen a new hymnbook 
which I believe is one of the best 
issued in the English speaking world 
since the days of Finney. The best 

book in its field by far...” 
DR. DONALD G. BARNHOUSE 
Pastor 10th Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


“We are very much pleased — at 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tennessee — with the hymnal IN- 
SPIRING HYMNS. At the time we 


® Durable Morocco Binding; Gold Stamping 

® Opaque White Paper; Easy-to-read Type 
Opens Easily — and Stays Open 

® includes 52 Choice Responsive Readings 

® Completely and Comprehensively Indexed 

® Available in Green (#5182), Blue (#5181) or 
Maroon (#5180) Morocco at $2.00 per copy 
(Quantity price to churches — $1.70 each) 
Loose-leaf edition (#5184), $5.00; Leather 
pulpit edition (#5183), $12.50. Prices slightly 
higher in Canada. 





copy of INSPIRING HYMNS to 
Church Committee: 





purchased this book we d 
many hymnals and believe that we 
have secured the best one for our 
purpose.” DR. ROBERT G. LEE 


mail the coupon right away > 








Zone. State. 


Box 37, Station C 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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NEW BOOKS 





FROM BANANAS TO SPACESHIPS 


Man Still Needs Conversion 


CONVERSION. 


E. 


Stanley Jones. 


Abingdon. 253 pp. $3.25. 


The reviewer is Ralph L. Keiper, con- 
tributing editor of ETERNITY Magazine 
and Bible Conference speaker. 


E. Stanley Jones is one of Christ- 
endom’s great controversial figures, as 
well as the greatest missionary the 
Methodist Church has offered to the 
world in modern times. For some, he 
is a great saint; for others, he is but 
an exile in some spiritual Siberia; to 
many, he has been a_ confusing 
enigma. 

Regardless of what you think of the 
man, Conversion is really excellent. 
It could have been written by one of 
our extreme rightist brethren. Jones 
has concluded that what church mem- 
bers today need is real, genuine con- 
version. By conversion Jones does not 
mean a psychological shot in the arm, 
a mental bicarbonate to take the ache 
from a worldly hangover, or a so- 
ciological jelling where everyone runs 
to fluid togetherness. What he does 
mean by conversion is a_ revolution 
in the heart which changes a man 
from a beast to the image of the Son 
of God. 

Asked Jones of his three-year-old 
grandson, “What do you want to be 
when you grow up?” 

The child replied, “I want to be a 
chimpanzee and sit up in a tree and 
eat bananas.” 

At six, when asked the same ques- 
tion, he replied, “I want to be a space 
man. I want to find out what is out 
there in space.” 

And Jones comments, “From chim- 
panzee to space man in three years 
marks the speed at which modern life 
is advancing. The difficulty is that the 
space man with all his intelligence 
still has the soul of a champanzee. 
He is handling vast forces with great 
intelligence, but he is morally and 
spiritually unfit to handle those forces. 
The space man has thrown away the 
banana and is now chewing on sticks 
of dynamite. He may blow himself 
and our civilization to pieces. He 
needs conversion.” 

Mere popular religion is not enough, 
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for behind the veneer of ecclesiastical 
respectability “are going on conflicts 
and fears and just sheer emptiness 
which is appalling. Modern man 
wouldn’t live with God; now he can’t 
live with himself.” 

Jones is afraid to trust psychiatrists, 
and feels it is futile to go to social 
workers. As for the church, Jones has 
this to say: “Within the church only 
about one third of the people know 
what conversion is in any vital way. 
The other two thirds need conversion. 
. . . Joining the church may and often 
does result in a Christian conversion. 
Or it may result in a perversion—a 
using of the church as a means to 
one’s own ends, those of gaining so- 
cial recognition. . . . The motives may 
be so mixed that it all ends in a 
mixed-up person—a conflict. Or, the 
church as a body may be so uncon- 
verted that it is ready to accept any 
motive. . . . After 56 years I still want 
to put my arms around the world 
and share this [salvation] with every- 
body. That is the reason I can’t re- 
tire. I hope my dying gasp will be 
the words of Wesley: ‘I commend my 
Savior to you.’ ” 

Dr. Jones describes conversion in 
three steps: “The first step, ‘the new 
direction,’ is yours; the second step, 
‘the new spirit,’ is His; the third step, 
‘the new sphere of living,’ is yours 
and His.” 

Although Jones capitalizes on Paul 
Tillich’s use of the word estrangement 
to show how sin has broken our re- 
lationship with God, he does not get 
lost in the philosophical bushes of 
Tillich’s semantic jungle. He feels 
that neo-orthodoxy’s “predicament” is 
too weak to describe man’s dilemma. 

Jones contends that man has not 
merely been caught at sinning; he has 
been totally deprived of God’s fellow- 
ship because of it. 

He points out the necessity for con- 
version and sets forth its nature as 


explained in John 1:12, 13. Jones 
shows what the glorious effects of 
conversion can be, in our love toward 
others, the state of our health, the 
change in our conversion. 

He is very careful to distinguish 
between religious education and 
conversion: the former leads to a sec- 
ond-hand faith, the latter to a first- 
hand faith which is not verbal but 
vital. He says, “The Gospel says: “This 
is eternal life, that they know thee 

. and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent.” ‘Know thee’-—not ‘about Thee’ 
—knowing about God or Christ does 
not save, does not give eternal life 
—knowing Christ does. The differ- 
ence is profound and decisive. You 
cannot know Christ by knowledge 
about Christ—you can know Him 
only by surrender to and faith in and 
obedience to Him. You can only 
know Him by conversion. ‘Knowledge 
about’ leads to a secondhand faith; 
‘knowledge of’ leads to a firsthand 
faith. The one is verbal and the other 
is vital.” 

After showing the practical steps 
which“a person must take in order to 
know the Lord as personal Savior, 
the author very clearly shows that to 
be born again is not a mere human 
act but is the sovereign act of the Holy 
Spirit of God in the heart of an in- 
dividual. This is made necessary; for, 
as Jones pictorially puts it, the nat- 
ural man suffers from an Rh_ blood 
factor which only the transfusion of 
the blood of Christ can remedy. 

Whatever you may have felt about 
Dr. Jones in the past, it must be ad- 
mitted that he has written a most ex- 
cellent book based upon his cosmo- 
politan experiences, unimpaired by 
insular bias. 


WOMAN TO WOMAN. Eugenia Price. 
Zondervan. 241 pp. $2.95. 


The reviewer is Antha E. Card, research 
secretary of The Evangelical Foundation. 


As stated in her preface, the author 
of The Burden Is Light and Early 
Will I Seek Thee truly “lets down her 
hair” and talks woman to woman. 
The theme is, “The difference it makes 
when a woman’s personality is Christ- 
controlled.” 

Each chapter applies this theme to 
a woman’s disposition, conscious and 
subconscious mind, reputation, work, 
personal appearance. Miss Price shows 
the difference Christ makes in a 
woman’s family relationships, friend- 
ships and all other aspects of life. 
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Chapter seven, on personal appear- 
ance, is worth the price of the book. 
Here Miss Price debunks the idea 
that a Christian woman must dress in 
the style of a past century and look 
like death strung on wires, or she is 
not “spiritual.” Those who, like the 
author, are fighting the “battle of the 
bulge” will enjoy the section on con- 
trolling weight. 

This book is a warm, human ap- 
proach to the problems of women; 
the author does not cater to self- 
esteem but forces the reader to look 
at herself in the mirror of God’s 
Word. For example: “Active, Christ- 
centered Christians are seldom lonely. 
Women who live alone and who are 
well adjusted are simply those who 
have recognized this secret place as 
His and have allowed Him to enter 
and take possession. The maladjusted 
among us experience this aloneness, 
leap to the wrong conclusion, and be- 
gin to scream that we are lonely! 
Loneliness is different from aloneness.” 

This book is recommended for 
women of all ages, but especially for 
the younger set who have not yet 
made the mistakes of those who had 
to start on the long trek called life 
without benefit of Woman to Woman. 


THE HEART OF INDIA. Alexander 
Campbell. Knopf. 333 pp. $5.00. 


Reviewed by Everett L. Cattell 


The reviewer is general superintendent 
of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 
and a former missionary to India. 


Here is a unique book on India. The 
author, as a representative of Time and 
Life magazines, spent a couple of years 
in their New Delhi bureau. During 
that time he traveled widely over India, 
often forsaking the beaten path; with 
a true newsman’s nose for the unusual 
he seems to have been on hand where 
the most important things were hap- 
pening. 

His descriptions of scenes and peo- 
ple are so detailed as to readily recall 
a vivid picture, especially to those of 
us who have spent long years in India. 
But this never becomes wearisome as 
his narrative is swift moving and he 
gives one a view of the many-sided 
facets of Indian life. He must have re- 
corded conversations with Indians 
stenographically, for they are ex- 
tremely accurate even to the strange 
expressions in English used by those 
whose mother tongue is Hindi. 

While it sounds like a travelogue, 
some liberties have obviously been 
taken with the chronology of events 
in order to weave the story. But es- 
sentially the factual material is accu- 
tate. There are very few things in the 
book which I have not seen myself. 

Putting various events together in a 
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Bible truths will live in the hearts 
of your pupils when presented 
with an understanding of the 
colorful setting and people of 
that era. 

BIBLE BACKGROUND FILMSTRIPS 
Brilliant.color photographs sweep 
aside the dust of centuries and 
stimulate new interest in Bible 
history and prophecy. Recorded 
narration and narration booklet 
available. 


Write for catalog of 16 titles. 
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6 BOOKS NOW READY BY 


Dr. J. Vernon McGee 


Here are some fine outlined 
studies in some Old and New 
Testament books by a noted 
and gifted teacher and au- 
thor. Good for teachers, stu- 
dents, pastors, Christian 
workers. Now ready! 





GOING THROUGH GENESIS............ $1.00 
INITIATION INTO ISAIAH.........:.... 1.25 
MOVING THROUGH MATTHEW........ 1.00 
MARCHING THROUGH MARK.......... 1.00 
REASONING THROUGH ROMANS— 

ROR S CE BOD sain. k oc ccwencddsccn cons 1.00 
REASONING THROUGH ROMANS— 

ee a rrr eee 1.00 


Order from your bookstore or 


DUNHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY 
FINDLAY, OHIO 










WHEATON 
x TOURS 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468, Dept. E-20 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
Our 1960 Holy Land and European tours will include 
Oberammergau Passion Play. Tours to Yellowstone 
Park, Grand Canyon and Canadian Rockies. 





THE WORD 


FOR THIS 
CENTURY 


Evangelical Certainties 


in an Era of Conflict 


Edited by MERRILL C. TENNEY 
Dean, Graduate School, Wheaton College 

















Contributions by 
CARL F. H. HENRY 
KENNETH S. KANTZER 
STUART C. HACKETT 
T. LEONARD LEWIS 
BILLY GRAHAM 
GLENN W. BARKER 
V. RAYMOND EDMAN 
JOHN F. WALVOORD 





“A fine testimony of faith maintained and 
propagated. Articles ftom the pens of grad- 
uates or of Professors at Wheaton College 
on the great centrality of revealed religion, 
marking the 100th anniversary of that in- 
stitution. The orthodox theological position 
to which Wheaton has been committed is 
courageously reaffirmed in modern intel- 
lectual framework. The authors are abreast 
of philosophical, critical and speculative 
thought and are committed to Biblical 
orthodoxy.” — HAROLD OCKENGA, 
Park Street Church, Boston 


$4.00 at your bookseller » OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 




























WOMAN 


TO 


WOMAN 


By 
Eugenia Price 


“Genie” pointedly discusses 
the difference it makes when 
a woman's personality is 
Christ-controlled and then 
applies her searching pen to 
such areas of the woman’s 
experience as: 

® Disposition ¢ Reputation ¢ 
Work ¢ Appearance ¢ Home 
@ Church Life ¢ Friendships ¢ 
Rebellions ¢ Life ¢ Death 


Beautiful gift book binding 
256 pages, $2.95 


Order from Your Bookseller or 


ZONDERVAN Publishing House 
Grand Rapids 6, emo 





“precious momen ts 
with PRECIOUS 


The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well 
help determine the future of 
your students. When you teach 
Word, every minute 
counts. Make sure you select 
Union lessons for all depart- 
ments of your Sunday school, 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


God’s 


LIVES... 


make them count with ASSU lessons 





from beginners through adults. 
ASSU Bible-centered Sunday 
school materials present the 
WHOLE truth of the Bible. The 
Gospel is emphasized through- 
out and Christ is made pre- 
eminent. Send for free sample 


materials today to Dept. E60. 


Suppliers of religious material to Sunday Schools for over a century. 








Christian Greetings 


your friends will remember 


Send “Sunshine Line” cards 


See the full line of distinctive 
“Sunshine Line” cards on display 
where you purchase your religious 
supplies. Ask for a FREE full-color 
descriptive circular. 

“Sunshine Line” cards are created 
and produced exclusively by 

WARNER PRESS 

Anderson __, Ind., San Jose 6, Calif. 


Appropriate Scriptures—superb colors— 
featured on all “Sunshine Line” cards. 


REMEMBRANCE GREETINGS: Five colors and gold 
on white parchment. Virko finish. French fold. 
+ aay 4g x os inches. 14 folders per box. 


No. G 
No. G3560—All Occasion assortment 
No. G6560—Anniversary assortment 


ne ete pa 8 Ores: beautiful. Em- 


size. 

= G1760—Birthday assortment 

io. G2760—Get-Well assortment 
Ne. G3760—All Occasion assortment 
CHEER and HELLO: Flower and nature themes. 
Exquisite assortment. Size 31 x 634 inches. 
No. G2720—18 folders—9 designs 
SYMPATHY: Reverent designs, soft coloring, with 
appro riate sentiment and Scriptures. 

10—16 folders, 4 x 6% size y 
cuniainags FAITH GREETINGS: Faith-instilling 
messages of hope. 14 folders, 5 x 6 inch size. 

No. G1510—Bi y assortment $1 

No. G2510—Get-Well assortment 

No. G4510—Friendship assortment 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Endearing sentiments. 

No. G1720—18 folders, 3%, x e%, size 

CHILDREN’S ASSORTMENT: Depicting the wonder 

of youth and nature in glorious color. 18 cards. 

No. G1160—Birthday assortment 

No. G2160—Get-Well assortment 

CHRISTIAN | maaan ® Ppa mew (different artfully 

beautiful desi b d highlights. 

No. G1350—Birthdey aostiene 

No. G2350—Get-Well assortment 

No. G6350—Secret Pal assortment 

a and THANK YOU: Eighteen thank-you notes, 
ift enclosures. Appropriate messages. 

ne G9760—All Occasion assortment 


Order from your religious supplies dealer. 








single story sometimes does minor 
violence to truth but it is not impor- 
tant. For instance, in his record of the 
meeting of the Neogy Commission, he 
speaks of an American missionary, a 
Quaker from Ohio, who gave testi- 
mony to the fact that in his mission 
hospital no effort was made to convert 
Hindus to Christianity. Actually, there 
is such a missionary from Ohio who 
went to the Commission and gave 
testimony. He was my co-worker and 
from a hospital which decidedly does 
practice evangelism. But there was an- 
other Quaker from an English hospital 
who took a very different position and 
whose chief fear in life was proselyt- 
ization. Obviously, the author has put 
the two together into one man and it 
does not give the whole story. But this 
is the only serious inaccuracy I have 
discovered in the book. 

On the whole it gives a wonderful 
view of the country and its people and 
of the political outlook of its vast 
multitudes. There is an excellent sec- 
tion of pictures in the center of the 
book which are extremely well chosen. 

One wonders at the ability of a 
stranger to penetrate to the heart of 
India so quickly and yet he has done it 
very well. There are aspects of the 
book which Indians will probably con- 
sider“uncomplimentary and yet I think 
there is no trace of bitterness or of 
rancor or of any unkind feeling in 
what he said. There are perhaps more 
complimentary things that could be 
said than are given here but all that is 
written down must be taken as part of 
the total picture of India today. 


THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR INFANT 
BAPTISM. Dwight Hervey Small. 
Revell. 191 pp. $3.50. 


The reviewer is Andrew Blackwood, pro- 
fessor emeritus, Princeton Seminary, and 
editor of “Evangelical Sermons of Our 
Day” (Channel). 


This able pastor of a growing 
church has written the best all-round 
book that I have seen about the bibli- 
cal basis of infant baptism. After 
twelve years of guided study he has 
well planned the two main parts: first, 
“Children in God’s Covenant;” sec- 
ond, the “Meaning and Mode of Bap- 
tism.” In each half the various 
chapters deal with vital aspects of the 
main subject. The author bases every- 
thing on the Bible, with the historical 
“Reformed” emphasis on the Cove- 
nant. He is specially helpful in the dis- 
cussion of Old Testament teachings. 

The spirit throughout is kind and 
conciliatory, though never apologetic 
or evasive. Would that every busy 
pastor knew his Bible and his theology 
as well, and likewise knew how to use 
them in dealing with such a difficult 
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problem of home and church today! 
For many such reasons I commend 
the volume to ministers and laymen 
who enjoy solid reading in this neg- 
lected field. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE STORY. H. Wil- 
bert Norton, Olai Urang, Roy A. 
Thompson, Mel Larson. Free 
Church Publications. 335 pp. 
$3.50. 


Reviewed by Russell T. Hitt 


To understand the complexities of 
religious life in America one must 
trace the movements of immigration 
tides from almost every country of 
Europe. Swedes, Danes and Norwe- 
gians who settled in the United States 
during the latter part of the 19th 
century had come from a background 
of established Lutheran Churches. But 
even before this immigration wave got 
underway, revival movements had 


stirred the staid state churches of 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark in 
varying degrees. 

Arriving in America they were in- 
fluenced further by revivalism that was 
part and parcel of life in pioneer settle- 
ments. When churches were formed in 
the U.S., many of the congregations 
spurned affiliation with the Lutheran 
churches of America. Instead the 
Swedes in 1884 formed a lose organiza- 
tion known as the Swedish Evangelical 
Mission. Later the Norwegians and 
Danes formed similar associations of 
churches. In 1910 the latter groups 
joined to form the Norwegian and Dan- 
ish Free Church Association of North 
America. 

Because of their fears of ecclesiasti- 
cal bondage and because of their 
strong individualism, the bitterest ten- 
sions marked the development of these 
Scandinavian bodies. Their convictions 
were often stronger than their theologi- 
cal understanding. 





AMERICA’S TOP PREACHERS 


How They 


WE PREPARE AND PREACH edited by 
Clarence Stonelynn Roddy. Moody. 


190 pp. $3.25. 
Reviewed by Faris D. Whitesell 


The reviewer is professor of practical 


theology, Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and author of “Variety in Your 
Preaching” (Revell). 


Edited by Fuller Seminary’s pro- 
fessor of homiletics and practical the- 
ology, this book gives the recommen- 
dations and practices of eleven lead- 
ing evangelical preachers as to pre- 
paring and delivering sermons, and 
also a sample sermon by each con- 
tributor—W. W. Ayer, Donald G. 
Barnhouse, Howard W. Ferrin, J. Les- 
ter Harnish, Robert G. Lee, J. Vernon 
McGee, Harold J. Ockenga, Alan Red- 
path, Paul S. Rees, Wilbur M. Smith 
and J. R. W. Stott. 

We would expect the contributions 
of these men to be orthodox, evan- 
gelical, evangelistic and spiritual, and 
they are. They present sermons on 
such important themes as “The Holy 
Spirit in Daily Living,” “Living from 
the Word of God,” “Christ Above 
All,” “The Physical Resurrection,” 
“The Art of Winning a Soul for 
Jesus,” “Life Through Jesus Christ,” 
and “The Exaltation of Jesus.” The 
reader will find many a new spiritual 
insight in these sermons. 

However, the “We Prepare” part is 
much better than the “We Preach” 
part. These preachers generally agree 
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Sermonize 


that the preacher must first prepare 
himself through prayer, Bible study 
and the cultivation of personal holi- 
ness both before and as he prepares 
his sermon. Then he should select 
important Bible passages or texts upon 
which to preach. He must study his 
text thoroughly and hard, carefully 
outlining his message and arranging 
his material in the best way for ef- 
fective communication. He _ should 
have a good filing system and a well- 
selected library from which to draw 
materials. He should write out his 
message in full, absorb it, then deliver 
it in the freedom of full preparation 
and dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 
Ayer thinks a preacher can over- 
prepare and burn himself out in his 
study if he spends too much time 
writing and polishing sentences. The 
others do not agree with this. 

These pulpiteers disagree about the 
use of notes in preaching. Ayer, Barn- 
house, Harnish, Rees, Smith and Stott 
use them. Lee, Ockenga and Redpath 
do not. Most of the men favor ex- 
pository preaching, notably Barnhouse 
and McGee. 

Editor Roddy could have improved 
the book by adding a chapter on what 
good preaching should be and then 
giving a sermon of his own. Having 
heard all but one of these men preach, 
the reviewer believes that Dr. Roddy 
could have demonstrated good homi- 
letics as forcefully as any of these 
men, maybe better. 
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BENEATH THE 
CROSS OF JESUS 


Meditations on the Passion 
of Our Lord 


R. E. O. WHITE 


“So rich are these offerings that one 
would recommend that the individual 
meditations be read at well-spaced in- 
tervals’—Donald F. Ackland, Baptist 
Sunday School Board. $3.00 


Eerdmans Book for Lent 1960 


THE GOSPEL 
OF THE KINGDOM 


Popular Expositions on the 
Kingdom of God 
GEORGE ELDON LADD 


“A first-rate piece of work” that 
guides the reader “step by step to a 
clearer understanding of the biblical 
teaching. . .”“—F. F. Bruce. $2.75 


EVOLUTION AND 
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
TODAY 


RUSSELL L. MIXTER, Editor 


A modern assessment of the theory 
of evolution in the light of contempo- 
rary research, by members of the Amer- 
ican Scientific Affiliation. $4.50 


Studies in the 


SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT 


D. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES 


“The most heart-searching of all ex- 
positions on the Sermon on the Mount 
to be published in our century”—Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith. Volume One: $4.50 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 





PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
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.--he gets a Bible 


ABS Annuity Checks That Bring 
You So Many Blessings— 


Also Bring the Gospel 
to Hungry Hearts 


An immediate, lifelong, unchanging, 
unfailing income—large tax savings— 
freedom from investment worries and 
expenses—great Christian satisfaction in 
sharing the Master’s mission—the Bible 
Society Record with its illuminating ar- 
ticles—these are the blessings you receive 
when you buy an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, no matter how small. 

And in turn, these are the riches you 
give: You help support the work of trans- 
lating the Scriptures into more and more 
languages and dialects and distributing 
them in more ways. You help supply the 
Word of God to the spiritually hungry 
everywhere, many of them blind, illiterate, 
homeless and distressed. 

Send for booklet that tells you how 
you can give and fe- © °°°°*°**eeeee 
ceive so generously. $ Pr al 
Mail coupon today! © without fail 

$ for over a century 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me without obligation, your booklet 
E-20, entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 
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It was not until 1950 that all barriers 
were removed to bring the two as- 
sociations together as the Evangelical 
Free Church of America. 

With the dropping of services in 
their mother tongues, and an accept- 
ance of believers without a Scandina- 
vian background, the Free Church has 
been forging ahead in many parts of 
the country. Today it is a biblically- 
oriented evangelical movement with a 
deep concern for evangelism, missions 
and Christian education. One cannot 
help but feel that the future story of 
the movement will be even more 
glorious than the accounts of the four 
chroniclers of the first 75 years. 


THE OTHER SIDE OF ROME. John B. 
Wilder. Zondervan. 162 pp. $2.50. 
The reviewer is Herbert Henry Ehren- 

stein, contributing editor of ETERNITY. 


The forward of this volume states: 
“This is a book of information” And 
that is exactly what it is—a _ gold- 
mine of information about Roman 
Catholicism written in a plain, under- 
standing manner for those who are 
concerned about the influence of the 
Roman Catholic church. 

Too often, Protestant books about 
the Roman Catholic church fall into 
one of two categories: either they are 
bitterly hostile and vindictive, or they 
are dry, technical rehearsals of Cath- 
olic dogma. John Wilder has hit a 
delightfully happy medium in this new 
book. 

In eleven concise chapters, the au- 
thor has touched upon the major is- 
sues of Catholicism with which Prot- 
estant laymen ought to be familiar 
and concerned. Tradition, the mass, 





A BIASED VIEW 


Fire Must Be Felt 


MODERN REVIVALISM: CHARLES 
GRANDISON FINNEY TO BILLY 
GRAHAM. William G. McLoughlin, 
Jr. Ronald. 551 pp. $6.50. 


Reviewed by V. Raymond Edman 


Revivals have been frequent in 
American history, but they have been 
largely ineffective, it is alleged, be- 
cause their concern has been with the 
spiritual rather than the economic, so- 
cial, political, or even ecclesiastical. 

The author does not believe that re- 
vivals are the result of simple causes 
such as social tension, mass hysteria, 
or protest against secularism. Rather, 
he ascribes religious awakening to par- 
ticular combinations of men and 
events. He finds four causes: a grave 
theological reorientation within the 
churches, ecclesiastical conflict associ- 
ated with such reorientation, a grave 
sense of social and spiritual cleavage 
within the churches and between the 
churches and the world, and a persua- 
sion on the part of the unchurched 
that Christianity has a relevance to 
their contemporary situation. 

Revival is defined as “any series of 
spontaneous or organized meetings 
which produce religious conversions 

. .” and is differentiated from “great 
awakenings” of which there have been 
four, it is stated (1725—1750, 1795— 
1835, 1875—1915, 1945 “to perhaps 
1970”). Revival in the sense of an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit is not men- 
tioned, perhaps not understood or 
known. 

Finney’s transforming conversion 
and unfilling by the Holy Spirit is “one 
of the classics of American religious 


folklore.” It is explained that Finney 
seems to have effected his conversion, 
when the pressures got too great, by a 
combination of “determined will power 
and “a mystical strain of mind.” Will 
power and mysticism, says the historian, 
but Finney in his autobiography states 
plainly that God saved him. In his re- 
vival ministry Finney stressed the im- 
portance of the right heart attitude 
toward God, one of repentance and 
faith; and this is interpreted as “work- 
ing up a revival.” The author under- 
stands that in Finney’s “explanation 
of conversion according to the laws of 
the mind, he had made a slight obei- 
sance to the agency of the Holy 
Spirit,” but this brief acknowledgment 
of the supernatural was so buried that 
it was soon forgotten. “Men were, for 
all practical purposes, as omnipotent in 
this sphere as in effecting or rejecting 
their own conversion,” states the his- 
torian. To Finney revivalism became 
“not only a trade but a_ respectable 
trade.” The tools of his trade were hu- 
man: “the sense of urgency in his mes- 
sage (and) the compelling magnetism 
of his burning eyes.” 

Revival preachers and their audi- 
ences are human beings, it is true, but 
can all that transpired be analyzed in 
the test tube of statistics and contem- 
porary comments? The outpouring of 
God’s Spirit in 1857-58 beginning at 
the Fulton Street prayer meeting in 
New York City is described as “the 
religious excitement,” and “it devel- 
oped out of the financial panic of 
1857.” Moody’s conversion is de- 
scribed as a decision to do better. 

The viewpoint is always secular. 
The devout and the concerned are de- 
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images, indulgences, relics, Mary, the 
priest and the papacy are some of the 
extremely practical subjects treated in 
this informative book. 

This is not a “vicarious” volume, 
written with someone else’s knowledge 
and reiterating the usual time-worn dia- 
tribes of the anti-Catholic book. In- 
stead, the author has drawn upon his 
own study, personal experience and 
fellowship with Roman _ Catholics. 
There is a healthy absence of belliger- 
ency, yet a warm desire to present 
an accurate picture of Catholicism as 
it is—not as it is proclaimed to be. To 
do this, Wilder has gone to Catholic 
and secular sources to authenticate 
his claims. 

Highly recommended for young 
people who may face the possibility 
of “Catholic courtships.” 








scribed by the overworked adjective 
“pietistic.” In similar vein the pre- 
millennialist is always “pessimistic.” 
Moody is alleged to have received his 
premillennial views, not from the 
Bible, but from the Plymouth Brethren, 
“a pietistic sect of the disinherited 
(who) found social consolation in the 
doctrine of Christ’s speedy return.” 

A check on that which is well known 
leaves one in perplexity. For example, 
in the author’s description of Billy 
Graham’s academic preparation he 
states that Billy graduated from 
Florida Bible Institute and enrolled at 
Wheaton College, “another fundamen- 
talist Bible school, 25 miles south of 
Chicago.” Wheaton is elsewhere listed 
among Bible institutes and colleges 
founded in the tabernacle era of the 
1920’s. However, Wheaton is west and 
not south of Chicago. Furthermore, 
now in its centennial year, it has al- 
ways been a liberal arts college, fully 
accredited by such organizations as the 
North Central Association and ap- 
proved by the Association of Ameri- 
can Universities, and is not a “Bible 
college” in the proper use of that 
term. It does remain true to the great 
essentials of the Christian faith as 
held by its founders 100 years ago. 

The jacket states that this book “is 
a distinguished scholarly appraisal of 
an important facet of modern Ameri- 
can history.” It would be more accu- 
Tate to say it is a critical appraisal. Of 
course there have been some “profes- 
sional” revivalists, but many have been 
true prophets of God for their genera- 
tion. True, they have been human be- 
ings, their feet and hands have been of 
clay, but heart has been afire. Clay 
can be analyzed and described, but fire 
must be felt. 


The reviewer is president of Wheaton 
College and author of “Finney Lives On.” 
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Medical instruction offered 
is given by experienced 
Christian doctors of high 
professional standing. 


Moody’s 
Missionary Course 


provides specialized traning 


Through Missionary Union, for the particular field of 
may serve on deputation 


teams, hear different your chorce 


missionary speakers, pray for 
missionaries on every field 
and read letters from them. In addition to a thorough background of Bible and 


regular missionary subjects, Phonetics, Missionary 
Principles and Practice, and Comparative Religions 
are also offered to equip you to meet varied problems 
on the field. Tuition is free. 
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To make your studies more practical, all missionary 
, classes are taught by faculty members who have had 
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radio equipment. of student life. 
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DID not our 
Lord Jesus Christ say 
“Go ye into all the world 
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YOUR & BY 


Questions DR. BARNHOUSE 


Answenep AND STAFF 






In this new department of ETERNITY Magazine, Dr. Barnhouse and the staff 
will answer questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the 
Christian life and walk. ; 


Question: Was Abraham a Jew: 


Answer: In determining whether or not Abraham could be called a “Jew” we 
should first of all define what the word “Jew” means. We may look at it either 
politically, racially, or theologically. Now it is true that Abraham and those 
who later made up the Jewish nation came from the general branch of humanity 
known as the Semitic races, and so in that sense there was ethnic affinity be- 
tween them. 

When we use the term “Jew” and speak of Abraham as a “Jew” we think of it 
theologically. This is to say, it is with Abraham that God made the covenants, 
as recorded in the twelfth and fifteenth chapters of Genesis. And then as you 
trace the history of Israel, you will see that invariably the Jews speak of Abra- 
ham as their father, to whom the promises were given by God. In the opening 
verses of Matthew 3, the Pharisees, in speaking to John the Baptist, identify 
themselves very closely with Abraham. 

We might keep in mind that biblically, we eught to think of the Jews not so 
much ethnically, that is to say racially, but religiously. They are the group of 
people who are God’s covenant people; a people with whom God dealt. Thus, 
you see, in this sense Abraham could be the father of the Jewish nation, espe- 
cially when we look at it from the spiritual aspect of the term. 

Essentially it must be kept in mind that Abraham was basically a Semite. 
This means that he was a descendant of Shem. From the Semitic group of peo- 
ples, one nation was chosen, through Abraham and his seed, to be the Jewish 
nation. Technically some may think that Abraham was not a Jew, but this is 
mere quibbling. The main point is that he was the father and founder of the 
Jewish nation, for “Jew” is but a mere corruption of “Judah”. Judah was one of 
Abraham’s great-grandsons, from whom the land of Judea takes its name. 


Question: Is there any chance for someone who has died without accepting 
Christ as Savior? 


Answer: By the phrase “Is there any chance” you probably refer to any possi- 
bility of entering into Heaven. There is not a line in all the Scripture which 
teaches the doctrine of a Second Chance. This is the reason why we can say that 
such a doctrine is not biblical. It is true that God is a God of love and it is not His 
desire to see people go to Hell. This is why He has put the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in their path. But if men reject Him as their Savior, it is as though they 
were going to Hell by stepping upon the Body of Christ, who died that they 
might have eternal life. Men go to Hell, not because God does not love them, 
but because they despise His love. The doctrine of a second chance is built on 
the fallacy that sinful men will change their minds if they suffer enough. This is, 
of course, not true. God knows the true heart of man, that it never changes. 

There is another fact to take into consideration,. however. Your question 
speaks of someone having died without accepting Christ. In some instances it 
may not be possible for us to know whether a departed individual has trusted 
in Christ or not. There may have been a personal commitment of the person 
to Christ, although no outward evidence of this decision. This is the case, for 
example, in some “deathbed conversions.” It is not ours to make the final deci- 
sion as to whether a person has or has not accepted Christ. In the last analysis, 
all such matters must be left in the hands of God. 

One thing we can say with certainty. Everyone who will be in Heaven will be 
there by God’s grace alone, and no one will be left out of Heaven who had even 
the slightest saving faith in Jesus Christ. 


ETERNITY 





discus 
calisn 
tragic 
witne: 
“is me 
it is ‘ 
lical « 
logica 
in a |} 
hardly 
the cl 
time < 
health 
sanity 
The 1 
tal P ; 
both « 
time 
in wh 
calls f 
ing T! 
Tae 
conno 
‘no lo 
an alr 
.F 
owes | 
in the 
heavy 
Wh: 
marka 
thougt 
gelical 
find it 
only | 
standit 
which 
means 
or cor 
such t 
Karl | 
their \ 
sional 
To do 
wood 
the w 
though 
seem c 
of sucl 
concise 
The 
is—a | 
of the 
age. N 
lemic, 
the au 
in no 
passage 
great p 
much 
so higl 
much 
sophica 
ground 
many 
everydz 
derestir 
Augt 
scholar: 


Februa: 








lé 


31- 


vi- 


en 





PURPOSE 
(Continued from page 19) 


discusses the ways in which evangeli- 
calism may be delivered from the 
tragic elements that have clouded its 
witness. “What we need,” he declares, 
“is not so much ‘demythologizing’ as 
it is ‘detragicizing’ . . . A genuine bib- 
lical experience and an adequate theo- 
logical understanding naturally issue 
in a glow of awareness . . . There has 
hardly ever been a genuine doctor of 
the church who was not at the same 
time a great saint . . . Sanctity which is 
health of spirit cannot safely ignore 
sanity which is health of intellect. 
The recovery of Purpose with a capi- 
tal P is consummated at the apex where 
both come into their own in fullness of 
time . . . The luminous transparence 
in which the living truth is mediated 
calls for the surrender of even a doubt- 
ing Thomas: ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
... The very word ‘purpose’ loses its 
connotation of distant goal once the 
‘no longer I’ has died on human lips in 
an almost face-to-face silent surrender 
.. . He who has recovered the Vision 
owes it to his Crucified Lord to enlist 
in the Brotherhood of those who are 
heavy laden.” 

What significance does this re- 
markable book have for evangelical 
thought? Undoubtedly not all evan- 
gelicals will understand it. Some may 
find it too difficult; others may judge it 
only on such grounds as misunder- 
standing the reference to “modernity” 
which in the author’s thought is by no 
means synonymous with “modernism,” 
or confusing his irenical approach to 
such thinkers as Bertrand Russell and 
Karl Barth with endorsement of all 
their views, or objecting to the occa- 
sional references to biblical criticism. 
To do so, however, is to fail to see the 
wood for the trees. And in this case 
the wood is well worth seeing. Al- 
though the author’s conclusions may 
seem over-generalized at times, a book 
of such wide scope demands a certain 
conciseness of statement. 

The book must be read for what it 
is—a profound work that probes one 
of the most critical problems of the 
age. Neither an apologetic nor a po- 
lemic, it treats fairly views opposed to 
the author’s position. Yet the book is 
in no sense invertebrate, for there are 
passages of genuine conviction and 
great power. Some may conclude that 
much of the discussion is pitched on 
so high an intellectual level and so 
much asked of the reader in philo- 
sophical, scientific, and literary back- 
ground that it is beyond the reach of 
many and irrelevant to the plain, 
everyday Christian. But this is to un- 
derestimate the sheer power of ideas. 

Augustine, Luther, and Calvin were 
scholars and their thought, under God, 
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SPONSOR ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES 
FOR ONLY EIGHT DOLLARS A MONTH! 


You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of one 
of these dear Korean orphan children. (You may ask a friend to be co-sponsor with you— 
$4 each). Each child has a heartbreaking story. For instance, number 6B Pak Sung Jin 
was born May 19, 1955 in Kyong Nam. About a year ago her father died of illness. He 
left no money or property for the mother and child. After trying desperately to feed and 
clothe herself and Sung Jin, the mother suddenly disappeared, abandoning her child! 
Sung Jin was found on the street wandering, begging and crying. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 

Now she is cared for in our Peace and Holiness Orphanage in Tong Nei near Pusan which 
is in desperate need of many new sponsors. Each child is waiting to have an American 
or Canadian “Daddy and Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you 
or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring 
Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This 
$8 provides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition which is not free in 
Korea. 

The ESEA is caring for over 3000 orphans, war widows and children of lepers. Many 
more are in desperate need, homeless, cold and hungry. Help us expand our 40 Homes. 
Most of them are Presbyterian. Each one is a real Christian institution. All Staff and 
Board members are earnest Bible believing Christians. Korea’s severe winter is on. Will 
you help us so that we may take many more children off the streets and into our Homes? 
Write or phone NOW! 

THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 


——- CLIP AND MAIL TODAY -——— 


0 YES I want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number......... 
If this child has already been “adopted,” I agree to support another whom you 
will select. With God’s help I will send $8 a month. Please let me have my 
child’s name, picture, address and story. I understand I may continue after one 
year if I wish to. SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 

O I cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $..............+-+-4+- 


(0 Please send me further information. 





Gifts of any amount are welcome. Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


A Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. E-2 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Hlinois 
Telephone: GLadstone 6-6181 
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CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah's Witnesses? 


you CAN! 


Use the new booklet, 


15 for $1 — 100 for $5 
The book — $2.95 
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Bible Expositions by 


Arno C. Gaebelein 


“ ” oo The Book of Psalms, 509 pages ...... $4.00 
age ng — Fy “ok The Prophet Daniel, 212 pages ...... $2.95 
book “Thirty Years A The Revelation, 225 pages .......... $2.50 
Watchtower Slave.” Gabriel and Michael, 135 pages...... $1.75 

Half a Century, 261 pages.......... $2.50 


Send your order direct to 
A. C. Gaebelein Publications 








A FULL TIME MISSIONARY 
Can Be Supported For $40 A Year 

Nationals and native workers in foreign lands, thor- 
oughly investigated and approved, can be your full- 
time soul winners for as little as $40 up to $150 a 
ear. What a tr di i it to the glory of 

| Authentic reports direct from the worker. Are 
you interested? Full information from 
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RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 


“Where CHRIST is FIRST” ° 


onal 


Resident and non-resident students. 


Write for rates, etc.: Dr. John J. McCall, 


MISSIONARY PRAYER LEAGUE, INC., 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 


Riverview Academy 
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WHAT 





A FACULTY OF EXPERIENCED MASTERS 


The School has always been noted for its faculty of experienced 
masters from leading colleges and universities. They represent 
Harvard, Princeton, Brown, Davidson, Duke, Franklin and Marshall, 
Pennsylvania, Columbia, New York University, Washington, Min- 
nesota, William and Mary, Houghton, Wheaton, Biblical Seminary 
and Dallas Theological Seminary. Masters at Stony Brook are 
experienced, yet not so old as to be out of sympathy with the boys’ 
point of view. 

Christian Education at Stony Brook has real meaning. The 
atmosphere is wholesome without being pious. Boys are urged to 
accept Christ as their Saviour and to live their lives in accordance 
with the will of God as set forth in Seripture. Bible study is a 
major subject and is required of all students throughout the entire 
course. There is a full program of athletics in eight different sports. 

By maintaining a balance between the religious, academic, and 
recreational activities the School aims at a harmony of purpose. 
By intelligent application of this Christian program, in both 
administration and teaching, Stony Brook is making a distinctive 
contribution to American education. 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 


For a Catalogue and Further Information 
please address Director of Admissions, Dept. 40 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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OFFERS 








had the most far-reaching effects. And 
today the mental constructs of mathe- 
matics and science, though hardly un- 
derstood by the man on the street, are 
radically affecting the world as we 
know it. The influence of real thinking 
cannot be shrugged off. 

Actually, however, The Recovery of 
Purpose is not so difficult as to be in- 
accessible to the thoughtful evangelical 
of good education. Those who read it 
with application and discrimination 
will be awakened to some of the un- 
realized departures of time-honored 
thinking from a true biblical perspec- 
tive. And they will also be rewarded 
by passages of precious devotional in- 
sight and stirring spiritual fervor. 


BIBLE STUDY 
(Continued from page 22) 


word mean? What is the import of this 
phrase? Is this expression an idiom? 
What figure of speech is this? What is 
the connection of this verse with those 
before and after it? Who is this man? 
Where is this city? What Jewish cus- 
tom is behind this practice? Where 
else in Scripture is this person or this 
theme treated? And certainly the good 
teacher will surround himself with 
those books which can answer these 
kind of questions. 

Thirdly, Bible study always includes 
the relevant application of the text to 
the lives and times of the hearers. 
The Scriptures are the milk for babes 
in Christ, and strong food for the men 
in Christ. Bible study is feeding the 
people of God. But this feeding looks 
in two directions: (1) it looks to the 
truth of Scripture as it is in itself; and 
(2) it looks to the actual concrete 
situation of the listening audience. The 
meaning of Scripture must be mean- 
ingfully applied to the lives of the 
Christians if Bible study is to be a 
meaningful activity. . 

A good Bible teacher will make the 
proper doctrinal application. He may 
call attention to the doctrinal import- 
ance of a passage. If, for example, he 
is discussing II Corinthians 5 he can 
readily explain the great doctrines of 
reconciliation and atonement found in 
the chapter. Or, he may show how a 
cult or a sect abuses the doctrinal 
content of a passage, or he may in- 
dicate how the passage rebuts some 
view of a cult or sect. 

A good Bible teacher explains the 
correctives for our spiritual life or 
Christian work found within the pas- 
sage. If the section is about prayer he 
will point out how our present prac- 
tice of prayer need the correction of 
this passage. 

A good Bible teacher calls attention 
to the comfort and encouragement for 
God’s people found in the text. It may 
be the invitation to prayer, or the cer- 
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tainty of the divine hearing. It may be 
the power of the intercessory work of 
Christ, or the enabling of the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, or the consola- 
tion of the providence of God. 

Finally, a good Bible teacher calls 
attention to the devotional elements of 
the text. He shows wherein we should 
love God, or why we must follow 
Christ. He dwells upon the wonders of 
God’s love, or Christ’s death or the 
Spirit’s ministry to the saints. He at- 
tempts to excite our love and adora- 
tion, and seeks to lead us to a deeper 
spirit of consecration. 

I feel that I have experienced a good 
session of Bible study: 

—when I felt that the teacher 
took me right into the text and not 
around it. 

—when I felt we interacted with 
the text itself and not with the party- 
line beliefs of the teacher. 

—when I felt that I had a better 
understanding of the text than when I 
came into the session. 

—when I felt that the time was 
basically spent in meanings and not in 
a miscellany of religious platitudes. 
—and, when I have felt chal- 


lenged, comforted, encouraged, and 
practically instructed. 
BEATNIKS 


(Continued from page 16) 


Can you understand this paradox? 
How can you be free by being a slave 
to Jesus Christ? 

You were created to live in relation- 
ship to Him, and therefore, only in re- 
lationship to Him can you have true 
freedom. 

Perhaps when you were a child, 
somebody read you the story of Little 
Tootle. Little Tootle was a little switch 
engine, not important and not impos- 
ing like the huge locomotives pulling 
fast trains from city to city. The little 
locomotive traveled around the switch 
yard and lived an unexciting existence. 
One nice spring day, Little Tootle 
thought it would be so much fun to get 
off the track and go out and play in the 
fields. So he did. He jumped off the 
track, went out there among the daisies 
but got all bogged down. For out in 
the field, off the track, he couldn’t run 
well at all. He sunk deep in the mud 
and got entangled with bushes and 
trees. Finally, a wrecking crew had to 
come and put Little Tootle back on the 
track. And the story goes, Little Tootle 
promised that if he ever got back on 
the track, he would stay there. You see, 
that was the best place for him. Little 
Tootle learned a great lesson: that true 
freedom is by staying within the 
boundaries for which he was made. He 
could enjoy the freedom of the rails. 

Like Little Tootle, you have true 
freedom only when you live in right 
relationship to God. Rebellion against 
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God never pays off. It always spoils 
the freedom that you age after. No man 
ever achieves in sin that goal for which 
he commits the sin. 

Why do people sin? Because they 
think they’re going to get some fuller, 
better kind of life out of it. Why does 
a man steal? Why does a man cheat? 
Why does a man lie? Why does a man 
commit any kind of sin or wrong act? 
Because somehow he thinks sin will re- 
ward him. But you never achieve by 
sinning that which really prompted the 


sin in the first place. Liberty is only 
within the law of Christ. 

There is also a Christian counterpart 
to the Beatnik fourth point. The Beat- 
niks say: “Eat, drink and indulge your- 
self; there is no tomorrow.” But the 
Christian says: “Eat, drink and serve; 
tomorrow is the best of all.” 

But isn’t this stretching the point? 
No, it isn’t. For at the very heart of 
the Christian life is the moment we 
gather around the Lord’s Table when 
we eat and drink and become partakers 


of the New Covenant. It was at the 
Last Supper that Jesus gird Himself 
with a towel and washed the disciples’ 
feet, for He related service to the eat- 
ing and the drinking. And He said, “No 
servant is greater than his lord,” and if 
our Lord Himself washed the disciples’ 
feet, you ought to render service gladly 
out of love. 

Why? Because there’s a glorious to- 
morrow! The golden age of the Chris- 
tian is in the future, not the past, not 
even in the present, but in the future. 





BIBLE STUDY MISSIONS 
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DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
January 24-28 


First Baptist Church, 2gd Ave. at College, Covina, 


Calif. 


Sunday, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 


January 31—Feb 


ruary 5 
First Presbyterian Church, 1550 M Street, Fresno 21, 


Calif. 


Sunday, 8:30, 11:00 a.m.; 7:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m.; 7:30 p.m. 


February 7 


First Presbyterian Church, Salvio and Colfax Sts., 


Concord, Calif. 


Sunday, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.; 7:00 p.m. 


February 14-19 


Central Presbyterian Church, 1475 Ferry Street, 


Eugene, Ore. 
February 21-25 


First Presbyterian Church, 52 Ross Street, Medford, 


Ore. 
February 29—March 4 


First Presbyterian Church, 7th and Spring St., Seattle 4, 


Wash. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 
January 24-31 


First Baptist Church, East Fourth St., Bridgeport, Pa. 


Sundays, 10:45 a.m.; 7:00 p.m. 


Monday through Saturday, 7:45 p.m. 


February 7-13 


Broad Street Baptist Church, Broad St. and McCarrell 


Ave., Washington, Pa. 


Here is your February schedule of Bible Study 
Missions, Bible classes and other speaking 
engagements, featuring Eternity’s editor-in- 
chief and contributing editors. Mark your 
calendar now for the dates when they'll be 


February 21 


speaking in your state. 


Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114th St. and Broad- 
way, New York City. 


Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; 8:00 p.m. 


WALTER R. MARTIN 


February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist Church, 123 


West 57th Street, New York City. 


February 2 


Monday, 7:30 p.m. 


Bible Class of Philadelphia, Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. 


February 9 


Bible Class of Philadelphia, J. R. Miller Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Chestnut and Heather Roads, 


Upper Darby, Pa. 


February 16 


Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. 


Bible Class of Philadelphia, Westminster Mayfair Pres- 


February 23 


byterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. 


Bible Class of Philadelphia, Leverington Presbyterian 
Church, Roxborough, Pa. 


HERBERT H. EHRENSTEIN 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 


Greater Northeast Bible Class, First Brethren Church, 


Oxford Ave. and Knorr St., Philadelphia 11, Pa. 


Thursday, 8:00 p.m. 


For information on obtaining one of these speakers 
for a Bible Study Mission in your church, write to: 


Director of Bible Study Missions 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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If we are faithful over a few things, He 
will make us ruler over many things in 
the future. We look to the future with 
gladness. Truly, tomorrow with Christ 
is best of all. 

No, don’t sell the Beatniks short. 
They are rebelling against the society 
of the day. But all that they seek, you 
have in Jesus Christ. 


PAUL’S GOSPEL 
(Continued from page 25) 


it, it was to go to the Gentiles unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 

The method of the gospel is particu- 
larly emphasized in Matthew 28:19, 
20. “Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.” 

It is by teaching that the gospel will 
be promulgated throughout the world. 
And in exact agreement with this Paul 
writes ‘“(Christ) whom we _ preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom; that we may pre- 
sent every man perfect in Christ Jesus” 
(Col. 1:28). Consequently, Paul 
obeyed the Great Commission not 
only in baptizing his converts; but also 
in teaching the truth. 

Finally, in Mark 16:15-18, the 
stress is laid upon the extent of the 
gospel and the signs which were to 
identify its accredited initiators: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature. He that believeth 
shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. And these signs 
shall follow them that believe: in My 
name shall they cast out demons, they 
shall speak with new tongues, they 
shall take up serpents, and if they 
drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt 
them, they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.” 

The Lord’s purpose was to reach the 
entire world for Christ. As knowledge 
of the extent of that world has grown, 
each generation has beco:ne responsi- 
ble to reach the world of its day. Paul 
obviously felt the weight of this, for he 
writes to the Colossians: “Praying al- 
ways for you, since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love 
which ye have to all the saints, for the 
hope which is laid up for you in 
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the gospel, which 
is come unto you as it is in all the 
world; and bringeth forth fruit as it 
doth also in you since the day we 
heard of it, and knew the grace of God 
in truth” (Col. 1:4-6). 

This is particularly interesting in 
that the Colossians were one Gentile 
church which had not been founded 
by Paul. Epaphras, Paul’s_ fellow- 
laborer, had evidently been the one 
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used of God to establish this church; 
but when Paul writes to them he re- 
minds them of the gospel they had 
heard “in the word,” evidently a ref- 
erence to a written gospel which was 
widely circulated then, and which he 
further calls, “the grace of God in 
truth.” Even at this early date he de- 
clares this gospel of the grace of God 
had gone out into all the world known 
to that generation. That this message, 
which was brought to Colosse in obe- 
dience to the Great Commission, was 
the same that Paul preached is made 
evident by his words: “If ye continue 
in the faith grounded and settled, and 
be not moved away from the hope of 
the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven; whereof I Paul 
am made a minister.” 

The signs of Mark 16:17-18 have 
been admittedly troublesome to many. 
Some Pentecostals have emphasized 
these in such extreme measures as to 
turn many from simple faith in the 
gospel message. It has been argued 
that if the church would but recognize 
Paul’s ministry as distinct from the 
Twelve and have nothing whatever to 
do with these signs, the whole problem 
of the fanaticism would be solved. 

Paul himself admits that he had 
manifested “the signs of an apostle,” 
that is, “signs, and wonders, and 
mighty deeds” (II Cor. 12:12). Since 
he specifically says that these were the 
signs that indicated a true apostle, 
they obviously were identified with the 
Twelve as well as himself; for they, 
too, were true apostles. 

The Lord did not say that these 
signs would follow all believers in the 
gospel. This is the error that has led 
to Pentecostal extremism. It is rather 
indicated that the signs would follow 
those among the disciples who be- 
lieved. 

Verse 20 makes it clear that it was 
these to whom the Lord was speaking, 
for it states, “And they went forth, 
and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the 
Word with signs following.” 

These signs were given primarily as 
an encouragement to the faith of the 
disciples themselves who must face a 
hostile world with a message that car- 
ried with it the offense of the cross. 

As the Word of God took hold in 
human hearts and the churches mul- 
tiplied and spread, the need for such 
signs lessened and the sovereign Spirit 
of God ministered through this means 
less and less frequently. Yet when con- 
tact was made with primitive people 
where such signs would be particularly 
effective and where special encourage- 
ment was needed, they are manifested. 
The account of Paul’s miraculous 
deliverance from the poisonous bite of 
a viper (one of the signs of Mark 16) is 
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training for young people preparing for the 
Lord’s work, Mrs. J. found the answer in the 
tried and proved Moody Annuity Plan. 

She also encouraged her own son to enroll 
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recorded in the very last chapter of 
The Acts, but it occurred when he was 
among a simple and primitive people. 
Such signs are still testified to by mod- 
ern missionaries who must work in 
backward areas or where special en- 
couragement to faith is greatly needed. 


| It is well to remember that Paul in- 
| forms us concerning these sign gifts: 


“All these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as He will.” 

Must we then choose between Paul 


tures cry a hearty, No! Paul was called} 
of God to be an apostle to the Gentiles 
and through him was given a far more 
detailed and specific development of 
God’s truth for the church of this age 
than is found in any other part of the 
New Testament. But the same risen 
Lord who commissioned the Twelve 
and others to carry the gospel to the 
uttermost part of the earth, also ap: 
peared to Paul and gave him. exactl 
the same commission and the samé 
message. Let us then arise and be at 
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the last word 
Fire Drill in Church 


By SIMEON STYLITES 

Our attention has been called to a stirring report about a fire drill 
which was part of a worship service in the Methodist church at Madison 
Heights, Mich. According to the report, “It took less than two minutes 
to evacuate over 100 persons in the drill.” 

We showed this report to a neighbor of ours who tries to keep our 
conscience in repair, the pastor of St. John’s-by-the-Gas-Station. He 
gave a snort. “That is nothing,” he said disdainfully. “One of my sermons 
can evacuate 400 people in less than 30 seconds. I’ve done it again and 
again.” Paying no attention to his irrelevant remarks, let us proceed. 

In days long gone every Sunday was a fire drill in some churches. 
The sermon was a vigorous drill of escaping the flames of hell. But the 
Madison Heights church has a different kind of “hot gospel.” Now we 
are all for Safety First. We are glad the congregation will be ready for 
a fire. There are too few earnest Christians still extant and we don’t want 
any of them burned up. But we wonder whether this drill may not be 
some sort of symbol. Are our churches more interested in safety than 
in adventure? We seem to recall that the first Christians went in pretty 
strongly for adventure. They were promised lots of tribulations; even a 
cross was mentioned, and mobs, and being haled before governors and 
kings. 

A sentence in the photo caption sticks in our mind: “Other safety 
measures have been and will be taken for the protection of those attend- 
ing church.” What other measures? For there are many great dangers 
to those attending church. 

There is the danger of being badly cut by the preaching. We read 
that at the first Christian sermon the hearers were “cut to the quick.” 
There are many words in the Bible which are sharper than a two-edged 
sword. If the danger of drawing blood is to be avoided, care must ber 
taken with what is read from it. 

Then there is often danger (thank God!) of incendiary remarks by 
the preacher, following the example of the Great Fire-Brand, who said, 
“I came to cast fire upon the earth, and would that it were already 
kindled!” 

And there is always danger when the Holy Spirit gets loose in a 
church. It began that way, you remember—with little tongues of fire 
descending on the congregation. 

The Spirit is still inflammatory and the danger is ever present that 
the blaze might be carried to a whole town. It has happened. If a few 
people really get on fire with the gospel, no board of underwriters can 
measure the results. 

You see, there are lots of dangers in going to church. Hope you meet 
a few. (Reprinted by permission from The Christian Century.) 
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